f^'  floll  and  ylec;;-:o  ovidor.ccc  or  lr.:../j tL.:r..^^s  crid        :>ocuro  :;ar.-;o  by 
1 4   plodcos,  coods.,  or  truaf  oi-  r.oi-.,:.^c,        1.0 U;  ti:io  v;:;oio  or  aay  par 
If  or  the  i^roperty  of  this  cor.joi^i- -.on;         to  rocolvo,  collect  and 
vS^poy  out  r.onoy  ror  tho  accoTr.^licr.'r.ont  oJ  It^  corpora  to  ^  purpose  fi* 


21  AnTJCL3IX,  •  ;.c:i.i\:.''. 

22   

23  r-vie  Board  of  Diroctor-  ^^1.1  elect  t:;o  rbllowift-  officer 
21. 

prosidont,  who  shall  bo  cn:ilr* 'r.n  oJ  ':r:o  iioard  of  Directors,  a  V3 

26 

2\   Presiuont,  v.'ho  ehall  bo  Vlco-C:.„i:-r.ia;-.  of  the  board  of  Directors,  £ 


_&crotary  and  a  Tr«.asurer.     vr.;.    .oarc  iiiiall  rogulato"  and  collect  c 

frora  all  ir.or.borc  according:  to         by-laws  r.ado  for  said  purpose. 

The  Board  of  ■;ir©ccors  may  creaoo  nov:  offices  and  rogulato  tnc  du; 

;5.  of  tho  offlcora  as  it  nay  dooni  advisablo,  Tr.o  first  officers  ara. 
3  6 


39  ^^"^       •  "  ' 

^0  1^    Porcy  Leo  Bradford  Prcisidant 

■12  2.  •    ^arr.ost  ^'honias  Vice-?resiGo.'.t 

^*  3.    Chcrlio  Vvhito  -  '  Socrasoi^y 

J5  C0£ett&.,Jaci;c6a  -.J'  ^roisurar 


50  .        ^     o      -xho  5o;ird  of  gji^wcrVcrs  sr;all  Jiav^         p^ijui/^  r^' .^^ivo ,  an 
ani^r^^laco  by-lSws  to^-oviii:^  t..ia  corpora;t3x»n.;prov;dQd'^^y  aro 
eccordSnco  with  cna  docno^V-oo.if llct  \^,z-ci  tr^cso.-artlcics.^' 

~^  ^    '  ■  Tii  TL:s& v'li  Y     :    -jJ      said  Inc  o  rp pr  a t o ra :  tia vo  h:c re un t o 

slsneo^thoir  nani^s  at  ^Ipnroo, ''Louisiana,  in  -zhQ  i>rps)nce^,>of 

'^0        -R»rhP..ra  L.  Sharo      ..    gand  Caraldine  Williams     l6 gal;  and^..corr.pe ton 

t1        .       J  --^"w  ^'  •  —  ~  -    -  T— **--* 

ijltnos|os,  and  in6,..said;Kotary  Public,  on  tnis  the  _5£frd^pf  Xar 


A/  r^i-r^rnvr,  L.  ShnT^n  AV  Percy  L.^e  Sradford 


)  FD.3'^3  mev.  1-25-60) 
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,  ^►staittf^d  fce  did  m>t  wish  to  furaish  aziy 

imfo-rmaltioia  co»2iiCerai2ig  th^  B^^jlcoies  DefeKise  azid  Justice 
u.uitil  he  had  sjpoScea        iSCKi.^  of  the  other  members  ot  th© 
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56 


NTIAL 


Date     AiagiUiiSt  17. 


I 


At.s  h'H-a.d?'iAr  t'^srs  Ik.  J^^ai-fesboro  <>         said  tfe&t  the  purpose 
vi:^  tb:'£  ;o:'Xga!X.i2;ss^l©3;  is  t5  protect  the  Negroes  living  in  | 
t Sl zC'  &     t i ©-jn  C' t  J®  ir^es bo  ro »  ■   He  s  tai  t ed  t hai  t  h is  i 
gTo.np  x^ould  only  resort  to  violence  if  they  were  attacked 
by  s  group  such  fts  the  Ku  Klux  Klan.    He  stated  that  the 
dC'j'S  ::;.0t  have  a  BOv.Tce  of  ar^s,  but  the  iMi^'ldual 
■s.'.v.7:'7'V.^-a  ot  t^e  o>rg:fli2Llssi tiO'\ij.  '■^f'^re  arx'Sdo     lia  acditioia.,  he 
^%Ait'^c.  zlv.fi%  t!::.'.v3'#  g'iSJikr-  Bwr'.e  k'bpt  ia  th'S  isidivid'i&l 

K*'  thiit  there  ^Mis       ^\ct^al  traiiRiag  giveia  to      J?7cL^  | 

{fci^?-^  of  zr.'&7).to®rs  ia  ti^e  use  c^f  ^ire&rsiiSo  J^ID  ^ 

K  He-  stated  tkit  there  are  aibout  15  to  20  active 

f  K:!:!^: O'rs  in^  tS^e  J^caiesto^T-®  c^fiSp^er,         that  tJc©  actual  "  ' 
.  z:    t  s.\r '^■.r^.p  i. I.  Jo 3;es    r©  |i  he.©  ?ji2a % -sd  to>  a ppr-^ss ir.i£  t e ly  50  to 
75  y 'r-rvi- o    He  stittfc-d  thait  c>:ily  t^'O  O'ther  cih-ipt-srs  of 

AsL  ti^'S;  5Jidt;r'i  States  o     He  BXmt<'s-d  that  ]::<&  did 

iv;..e-r£S  1:1  -D^tii^e^r  Busier  Q>r  Er^gSLlus-ao 

im^|^sti9ite4  that  the  b'yl&'v;s  Gi  th>Br 
^■:.'^»ft.:r,..ij;,.s.tiiO'jn.  ha;v*e'  svot  y®t  b^-ae?:!  id  r  a  wit  lip  aiaid  thsit  this 

Fl't'  ?;-"^.aiit,'«;4  t"::.:*.t  <0':L'jye  tfo.fe      Ixwa  Wffc're  drai'wiii  np  tMt  each 

pr'i'!^i:Ki.t  if.-bi'f^  gJc^'Oiap  p3;4l:ii;s  fc-r  tka  oth^e^r  chsipt^rs  is  to 


Special  ^.gMc<-.u  IIH^^^^^^I^^II^^ ^^<^  J^7(^ 


Special  i  i 
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Vice-Presideat 


PERCY  LEE  BRADFORD 


CHARLS  J 'WHITS 

COSSEraSi  J4.CKSCN 
^I£]VIBER  Oi:  ScC.ZCT  Cr.GANIZATION 


sal's  tkat  ©lectioa  of  ne^*  ofiicers  i»ould 


He  said  that    SPJ^SST  THOjas  is  presently  ia 
Csil.l*;a'r3.1a  amd  that  tht  Deacons  ar^e  not  payi2:'.g  for  the 
exp>^ri3 ss  i:n.TOlV'£.d  in  the  trip,    ^^KK^s&±d  that  the 

i:-5a:isc;i;.3  dl'-i  p3^y  for  t5i.s  pla^e  fare  of  THCMS  ©a  CEe 
(C-C'v'ai.ilu::^  j,.b;  wesit  to  2-?©5?  Yo/rSco     H-a  stAt-&dl  th%t  the 

^-^J."^t .. ?  F-^ - K£2ib 3 rs ii ip  o    H-©  did  s  t « t ■■£■.  t fesi t 
so':^  '  .0'  ^  t  fe'i  t&  Ik  CO  lie  £  r  5,  i  g  •  t  fce  w  -a-a    --r-s  ±  sid  2:-?^  b^^r  o  t 
w/sii';r.b-rTr^  111:  th'B  Dsftcozis  has  bee:ri  exaigger aixsd  la  or4er 
m'  d:i-2-^lV'^  th'S       KXux  Klaa,  a  ad  the  local  Sheriff's 

Tha  follo''?fii!j.g  description  ms  o©taiiiu.ed 
tlsx-O'^^igfe  cbserTaitioa  aiad  iaitervie^: 
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\    FD-30;£  (Har.  1-25-60) 


) 

FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF  i.vlVESTIGATION 


Date  A?j<g^:j.ffit  17, 


►advlse'fl  lie  is  a  member  ojf  the 
^B'&cj'SiS  Ci<f  0eie-5s©  aimd  JastiC£»  Jojn.€^ste*o;ro  Chapter, 

that  durlsig  the  sunmer  of  1964  several  CORE  isforkers 
cone  to  Jonesboro  to  aid  the  Negroes »     The  white  people 

in  tb/e  oj:)::ijaunity  becaae  iBilarsfted  at  their  presesj.oe  in 

ccataa.ic.jU-i?:  S;i?.  Fl^xx  EIsisji  rr..&af&6j:3  drovs  t.^iroiigh  the  N>sgr0 
q^i^ir'ttA'Tfi,  C'f  Joffive-s^OT-G-  throve' ii^s-?-  o.'iuit  Kla3i  iit'er atyir© 

aiU'd  t.='llia:;g:  tfe^  r-tsideats  to/  g>=.t  ri(d  c-f  the  CORE  'wOirSserso 
HHIHH^s^d^j'iBed  th'&'  ^^sgroife'S  becarxie  so-  alLarsted  st  this 
i^'Cid'cHit  th.ey  desided  th&t  siince  local  law  e^ifa'rcf&msnit 
^-as  2if?t  prot'ectiiTig  the^ri  they  ^opild  get  together  and  form 
a  grcTj,p  to  defeCsd  their  homes  a  ad  property  ij^  the  evea-t- 
xb.:^.  ?::v.  Kl'iix  ret^Jir'iELedo    As  a  result,  k  large  niasaber 

of  !vir.sr©es  T^^&at  t©  their  hoses  i&ad  retisriied  "Sfith  firearjsso 
Th'i'y  r<=t!iirs:/cd  to  the  CGRS  h-eadqyi&rters  area  iai  Josnesbsro 
tG'  aif'Siit  ret^.rai  oiT  the  Ku  Eliuix  Klan^     Th-s  latter  did 

2i.'j't  .t'et^.rii^'.c    ■■|^B^^gidviE<3d  this  the  st&rt  of  the 


■■^■■■^■■^■■■■■■■■■IB^ 

Siick  efitir't  t©  c©s9.e  up  ^-ith  £'  E.3.3sie  that  woiild  isidicate 
th(?!-ir  *-^^rga;iilzatiC'Si  w&s  for  the  good  of  all  pK^^&pie  they 
dec^,<.pd  ©a  the  ESiiEe  D-a^acoES  ©f  I5e=2fe!n!se  a2T.d  J^jstice* 
The  ft/.&j5e  E^esioossa  deiaotes  sosaethiJig  religic^'^j'.s  as  the 

ir';S'.m£-  ^TS..^'  tak'S-si  fr'-»-i?a  the  Feaess:,  ^f  th(fe  chisrcho  The  'a^rd 
I&e^ffejjS'ji"  ij.dics^te  t?:^ey  W'^re  aiot  am  C'ffe3isi\^&  group, 

Ss'at  wo^uld  protect  and  defend  thesis  elves  whesi  aeceissaryo 


       He  stated  that  at 

th©  pf  £^?.eiffit  iiffii^fr  EBHCY  LjEE  BRADFORB  is  the  presideinLt,  aad 
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^'g   Special  Age:n.t 
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m  (157-3290) 


TIAL 


CKXRLIY  mim  is  the  ffiaamcial  Secretaryo    ERNSST  IHOifi&S 
ts  t'h^B  acting  Vi'Se-Pres idea t  amd  Fieldmasio    At  the  present 
r.f^'.i-  TKCMIS  is  in  Sasii  FraRCiscOo    His  job  ms  Fi'Sl^siffii&a 
Is  to  r^lS'S  fLm^s  ajffid  atte7T.pt  t^:^  organii^©  n^'s?  Chapters  o 
H^B^H^  sidvised  THOMAS  Is  expected  to  rety.rsa  to 


_  ►a^ivisfed  the  Deacons  have  aQ®3fct5ily 

also  has  aa  l2iitiSLt7;.0!a  fee  of  $10.00  per  ss-mbsr.  He 

Chsipter  fe-'i  1^  $lCOoOO,  aiad  this  Is  seat  to  Jcsiesbarc;,, 
Each  Chap't'tr  itt^elf  caiA  d-^^slgeaite  its  owm  imitiSition  fee 
aad  the-  Cfe*ipfe(&r  keeps  this  iJto'neyo    Thsrealter  each 
Chapter  ■^y^is'^  sa^nd  10  per  ceat  of  tSie  dues  collected  each 
2n.cntb        the  he^-'lq^'.i^rters  isi  J^e'ESboro ,  ^^H^HI^^ 
st&tid  fee  does  iGot  kssow  how  maay  Chapters  or  m sabers 
th^sre  are  at  th@  present  ttaae.    He  advised 
■HBUHHHHBBIH^^'^'^^'-^  have  this  inforaiatiotn. 
He  also  stated  that  BRN3ST  THOMS  has  Eot  made  aay 
r\e!pertfS  his  trip  bo  he  does  not  believe  the 

tZLtoi-j^ti^tiL^j^M  ©a,iit.'&r:ii2^  all  the  Chapters  aiad  aembers  will 
be  h^'i^zi  mt-il  THOMAS  ret^irais* 
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CONFllENTIAL 


►advised  to'&  has  r©a4  of  the 

remrls^  mid®  In  th®  sie^psipers  by  ER^SST  TH0j£4S.  He 

;fti«'l!3e:5  the  crgamizatioiu.  does  iniot  Iwraish  '»eapoa®  to 

we&pO/SiSo     He  does  siot  know  of  smy  source  of  weapons 
or  cache  which  the  Deacons  might  have.    He  persosially 

fe-'Sls  that  If  THOMAS  made  this  remark  it  is" possible 
VB-Q^AB  has  d<&yelop©d  a  so^ar^s-s  for  obtai2iijQ.g 

■■IBi^^rel^ted' th.'it  mt  all  'the  iii^K  in 
th'Sf  lea'i'^rship  of  tfee  De&eojas  s.gre©  ^ith  TEOS£*S  and 

fc.iss  my  '.-^f  th,l3L%,ing.    At  tfe^  pr.t.3.£nt  tim®  >c,o/^.-^  of  the 
P^accjiua  ia  Joiniesboro,        his  kxicj pledge,  kaow  exactly 
^^hat  ha  is  dC)iKg  or  has  accGaiplished  in  his  travels, 
asi(4  thsy  will  probably  not  k2i.o-».  until  he  returns « 

^Hg^^^^p  s  t, %  t ed  t h s.  t  t h e    ^ si  CS)      is  o p en 

'yC'  &~yoDc,  over  the  age  q£  21  ^^'m  satisf act-crily  passes 
a  b&ckgrc^-^ad  ch&cte«    This  i:2ve5  tigatlon  is  y;s^i2aliy  ■ 
c,o:oi-7.^rLCted  by  ^H^^^or  SvExother  a'Ssaber  of  th^'  Jc.3:e-sboro 
Chapter o    The  ©ain  reasca  for  this  check  is  tcv  keep 
lUisdesir&M^B  pcgc-ple  out  of  the  orga.tiiiaation  s'cch  a.s  those 
^ith  cri7.i::i&2.  c.fc&ract&ristlcs  or  those  who  have  very 
paor  Qri:'-i:t'Q  rrccor^is  is,  th(&  eoK^^iT'^alty »  He  also  st&ted 
tfe©  32)'S£i'::;Ojin'S  pr-sfer  jaarri^&d  jr^eiE  sind  th^y  pr(6fer  all 
ns^/BaSLbsrs       b«  rsgistered  voters  o 

It  %?as  tactfully  pointed  out  to  HBIHH!^ 

th-e-  (Ss3:.r<£-rs  iiu.hereEt  iin  illegal  arrolEg  ajid  illegal  acts 

■S'fei^ife  jftight  resudt  from  eacoarffige3f.©2it  of  !siie3i:b<ers  to 
am  mm  carry  firearaso 
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FEDERAL  BUKCAIJ  OF  iJVES 


Dote  . 


8/17/65 


*  ad^fiS'Ro  th.^t  h-s.  is      3i*iibffr  of  the 
Ptac.:*-*  cf  ttefease  and  Justice      He  stated  that  this 
organisation  first  started  as  a  club  about  the  last 
part  of  Spring,   1964,     Ke  stated  that  this  club  did 
not  have  a  name  but  consisted  of  Negro  males 
resr^ding  in  the  "Quarters'*  section  of  Jonesboro, 
Louisiana      ff^m^recal led  that  sometime  in 
July  or  August,   1964,   about  9:00  P.M.   a  caravan  of 
a^ul  3  5  cars  containing  froari  three  to  five  members 
^rS  the  Ka  .Klux  Klaji,  dressed  in  full  Klan  regalia, 
and  lec?i  by  a  Jackson  Parish  Sheriffs  car,  drove 
through  th*;  "Q^iarters."     He  stated  that  because  of 
this  incident,  coupled  with  the  fact  that  the  caravan 
•xas  lead  by  a  Sheriff '^s  Office  vehicle,  it  *as 
decided  that  the  Deacons  of  Defense  and  Justice  should 
be  formed  in  order  to  protect  the  lives  and  property 
of  those  who  lived  in  the  "Quarters/"     He  stated 
tb^i     ;  ?  p-n  po=e  of  the  Deaccns  of  Defense  and  Justice 
ii?  10  protect  the  rights  of  all  citizens,  "black  and 
white        He  explained  that  the  purpose  of  this 
crganization  was  not  to  take  the  law  into  their  own 
hands  but  the  purpose  was  for  civic  improvement 
through  negotiation  and  the  protection  of  the  rights 
of  individuals  ttirough  court  action  and  legal  means. 

[  Concerning  w-eapons  owned  by  members  of  the 

Deacons  of  Defense  and  Justice,  fll^^^^ advised  that 
the  newspaper  article  appearing  in  the  New  York 
Times  and  in  the  Newsweek  magazine  were  not  true  or 
acc-'irate  .     He  related  that  the  Deacons  have  no  machine 
guns  cr  other  simular  automatic  weapons „     Ue  stated 
that  th^»  orjly  tf-eapons  o;fried  by  Deacons  were  "house 
protection'^  weapons      He  related  that  "house 
protection-'  weapons  were  ordinary  rifles  and  pistols 
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Concerning  the  rayzibership  of  the  Beacons  of 
,  Def*o.se  and  Justice,  BHHBI^r*>lat«d  that  PERCY  L. 
"'BRADFORD  *as  President,  KRNEST  THOM./\S  Vice-President, 
CKARLIK  WHITE,  S^^cretary,  and  JCOSSEHA/JaCKSON ,  Treasxirer. 
He  stated  that  at  the  present  tiiie  the  Jones  bore  //^ 
Chapter  of  tne  Deacons  of  Defense  and  Justice  consists 
of  about  25  active  members.     He  related  that  there     B.  jmOj, 

are  numerous  other  members  who  do  not  take  an  active  

part  in  the  meetings  or  other  activities  of  the 
crgani^atYon .    ^■■i^stated  that  to  his  knowledge 
the  only  otn*r  chapter  of  the  Deacons  was  located  in 
Bogalusa ,  Louisiana. 


JdIC 


stated  th&t  the  initiation  fee  is 
d\jf es  are  $2„00.. 


10,00  and  the 


 ^advised  that  meetings  of  the  Deacons 

of  defense  and  Justice  are  normally  held  every 
•Tuesday  night  at  the  Masonic  Lodge  located  on  Leon 
Street,  Quarters  Section,  Jonesboro,  Louisiana. 


At  this  time 
description  of  himself: 

Name  i 

Sex; 

Race 


►furnished  the  following 


Male. 
Negro 


iAL 
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' stated  that  he  is  not  a  member  of 
the  Deacons  of  Defense  and  Justice,  but  he  has 
attended  some  of  .their  meetings  to  see  what  their 
aims  are  aJftd  the  direction  they  are  headed.  He 
stated  that  if  he  likes  the  aims  of  the  organization 
lift. may  join  it. 

^■■^^ stated  that  frooi  his  observations 
of  thi^  Deacons  for  Defense  and  Justice  he  feels  they 

wa.Jit  to  work  with  the  l^w .  and  want  to  assist 
^^onsbeing  treated  unjustly  in  a  legal  majiner^ 
■■■^^'St^.ted  that  he  felt  that  the  national  publicity 
concerning  this  organization  is  so  much  propaganda 
put  out  to  fool  the  Klan,     He  adx'ised  that  he  knows 
nothing  about  any  guns  or  firearms  in  the  possession 
of  the  Deacons  of  Defense  and  Justice. 

The  following  d-^scription  was  obtained  by 
observation  and  interviews 

Name ; 
Race ; 
Sex  s 
Heights 
Welgh±2 
Build; 
Hair: 

Complexion: 

Eyes' : 

Scais  &  marks; 


^8/4/65 


Jonesbor o ,  Louis  i ana 


pTic  i  NO J.57-3290_ 

Date  aictoted  8/4/'65_ 
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CONFJ 


'advised  he  is  presently  a  member 
of  the  Deacons  of  Defense  and  Justice  ■^■■^^H^ 

HHp^miiiimiiiiiBHHBmi^ 

tneTJeacons  was  founded  to  give  the  Negroes 
protection  in  the  community-    This  group  has  as  its 
objective  '^J'j.stlce  for  a.11  men  no  matter  what  their 

color ,. 


ffegro  areas ,  to  see  that  no  churches  or  homes  were 
bombed  or  burned  .    HHHHB^HHHl^  Patrolled  these' 
areas  all  last  winter  and  that  this  was  stopped  a 

few  jnontb.s  a,go„  ' 

■■^^■■^stated  the  dues  are  $2.00  per 
month  but  he  refused  to  divulge  the  amount  of  the 
initiation  fee.>    The  Deacons  do  not  furnish  weapons 

to  its  members  although  most  members  own  thtir  c^'wn 
guns  aAd  usv.^.Ily  keep  them   In  their  car  or  ax  home. 

_  :ie  sratea  me  Deacons  do  not  have 

a  soTirc^  of  weapons  nor  do  they  have  any  cacne  hidden 
anywhere  to  his  kno'-vledge„ 

^was  reminded  of  the  dangers  of 
this  group  arming  illegally  and  committing  illegal 
acts  „ 

\  ^HHH^advlsed  he  does  not  know  how 

lijany  in  embers  are  in  the  Deacons..     The  most  mrn  he 
/observed  at  any  meeting  was  between  50  and  75  and 
[this  ??as  approximately  three  or  four  months  ago. 
He  advised  PERCY  LEE  BRADFORD  is  the  President, 


JonesborOv  Louisiana 


'-Nii)fe[iAi.. 

ana   ^      F.ie  fi 


NO  157-3290 


Date  dictated  . 


8/6/65 


Jb7CL 


^Thl8  document  coniaina 

agency;  It  and  a«  cont. 


,  Your  ag, 

^2 


dations  nt?r  cone  iu  s  i  on  8*7)1  m^Kui,  ItVii  ihe  pfoperiy  of  the  FBi  and  is  ioaned  Eo 
be  distributed  outside  your  agency. 


iirtL 
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immr  AMOS  is  the  Vice-Presadent  and  ELMO  JACOBS  is  a 
inember  of  t  he  Board  of  Directors » 

►stated  that  to  his  knowledge 
the  Deacons  of  Defense  and  Justice  is  a  defensive 

organization.     As  such  they  will  defend  themselves 
or  th'-ir  fellow  members  to  any  degree  necessary. 
The  Deacoris  do  not  go  out  looking  for  trouble,  but 
will  not  r\in  from  it  if  and  when  it  comes. 

The  following  description  was  obtained 
through  observation  and  interviews 


Name : 

Date  of  birth: 
Place  of  birth; 

Sex ; 

Racf  i 

Heights 

Weight; 

.Eyes? 

Hsir? 

Social  Security 


23  - 
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information: 


''furnished  the  following 
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^advised  he  is  presently  a  member 
of  the  Deacons  of  Defense  and  Justice   (DDJ)  and  has 
been  a  member  since  the  organization  was  formed. 


ae  advised  the  prime  objective  of  tne 

3eacons  is  to  see  that  everyone,  no  matter  what  their 
color,  gets  Justice.    They  maike  inquiries  when  they 
are  advised  of  arrests  of  their  aieinbers  and  they 
a.rxange  for  attoineys  a.id  attempt  to  s.ee  that  the 
people  get  a  fair  tacial. 

ttlK^^ advised  the  Deacons  do  not  furnish 
weapons  to  their  members,  but  that  the  majority  of 
the  members  own  their  own  weapons.     He  advised  he 
knows  of  n^sQurce  of  weapons  available  to  the 
Deacons.   HBl^advised  the  organization  as  such  is 
a  defensive  type  group  and  they  do  not  go  looking 
for  trouble,   but  he  stated  if  trouble  comes  to  them 
they  will  protect  themselves  to  any  degree  necessary. 

^further  stated  the  organization  has 
no  set  dues  and  he  knows  of  no  fee  which  mnst  be 
paid  to  get  into  the  organization^     He  believes  there 
are  18  to  25  active  members  in  the  Jonesboro  Chapter. 
The  Deacons  also  have  chapters  in  Bogalusa  and  Homer, 
X>ou2SiaxAa„ 

The  dangers  of  members  illegally  «>rming 
thenis^^^s  and  comraitting  illegal  acts  was  brought 
to  fli^l^^ attention 0 

The  following  description  was  obtained  during 


NO  157«^32a0 


O  JThlB  docuraeni  contains  neither 
,^our  agency;  It  an4  Its  contentfs 


Date  dictoted  _S/8/65_ 


recomraeodations  nor  conclusions  of  the  FBI-  Ii  ia  the  property  o(  the  FBI  and  te  loaned  to 
are  noi  to.he  distributed  outside  your  agency. 
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interview  and  from  observation; 

Name: 
Race; 
Sex: 
Height : 
Weight  t 
Eyes  i 
Hai  r  z 

Date  of  birth: 
Place  of  birth: 
Employment : 


 '  stated  that  HM^^^H^^^^ would  - 

be  able  to  furnish  information  concerning  the 
membership  I 
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DEACONS  OF  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE 

THIS  IS  TO  CERTIFY  THAT 


IS  A  MEMBER  OF  D.  D.  t .  COOPERATION 


NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS  —  J0NE3B0R0,  LOUISIANA  —  Dfowcr  B" 


19  

Local 
Dues 

G.  C. 
Dues 

When 
Paid 

Local 
Duos 

G.  C? 

Paid 

SccV  1  " 

JAN. 

JAN. 

FCQ. 

rco. 

MARCH 

MARCH 

APRIL 

/  APRIL" 

MAY 

^   MAY 

JUNE 

JUNE 

JULY 

JULY 

AUGUST 

 ^  AUGUST 

SC?T. 

StPT. 

OCTOBER 

OCTOSER 

NOV. 

NOV. 

DEC. 

DEC 

There  is  being  set  forth  a  reproduction  of  the 
official  identification  papers  which  is  carried 

by  members  of  the  Deacons  of  Defense  and  Justice  i^lC^ 

as  furnished  by^HHHHHHHilHR  hT^ 

35 


PomlfoiL-  


) 

I  (R»v.  1-35-40) 


FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF  ;WVESTIG* 


CONjfeNTIAL^-**-^^ 


'  was  advised  of  the 
identity  and  orfleia*~ capacity  of  interviewing  Agents. 


imm^ stated  the  Deacons  for  Defense  and  Justice  is  an 
incorporated  organization  and  has  received  a  charter  from  the 
State  of  Louisiana.    He  said  National  Offices  for  the  Beacons 
for  Defense  aztd  Justice  are  located  at  Jonesboro,  Louisiana. 
He  stated  (Xlrst  name  un]mown)  EEUU3F0RD  is~the  ffatlonal  President 
and  BENRlT^AHDS  is  the  National  Vice  President*    Both  ERABPQRD 
and  AMOS  live  In  Jonesboro^  Louisiana. 


flU/l^  stated  the  Deacons  for  Defense  and  Justice  have 
a  nUe  against  divulging  any  Information  relating  to  the  strength 
of  membership,  the  activities  of  the  Deacons  for  Defense  and 
Justice,  and  the  ownership  of  arms  kept  by  the  members  of  this 
organization.    He  said  he,  therefore,  could  not  furnish  any 
further  information  regarding  the  Deacons  for  Defense  and 
Justice  and  any  other  information  concerning  this  organization 
woxild  have  to  be  obtained  from  the  National  Offices  in  Jonesboro, 
Louisiana.    He  added  that  for  members  to  give  any  other  infor- 
mation would  be  "lUte  cutting  off  your  nose  to  spite  your  face* 


^6 


8/5/65 


Bogalusa,  Louisiana 


Fii.«    «0  1-57-3290 


liJi  .  Doto  dictated  . 
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CONFjfemAL  — 


 ^was  advise< 

of  Interviewing  Agents 


,ty  and  official  capacity 


At  the  outset  of  the  Interview vas  advised  that 
ve  wished  to  talk  to  him  about  the  organisation^  Deacons  for 
Defense  and  Justice.  ^®  would  give  no  infoxniation 

at  all  regarding  the  organization^  Deacons  for  Defense  and  Justice ^ 
nor  would  he  admit  being  an  officer  or  meiaber  of  this  organization. 
He  said  any  information  obtained  concerning  the  organization  would 
have  to  be  given  in  the  presence  of  the  entire  assembly  of  the 
Deacons  for  Defense  and  Justice. 

fM^^  re  iterated  that  he  would  provide  no  infoimation 
at  all  regarding  this  organization,  its  officers,  members, 
activities,  purpose  or  method  of  operation. 


1>1D 


F,l.  !i!      HO  157-3290 


Date  dictated  . 


8/5/65 


iPrhlB  document  c6ntalnB  neither  recommsndvHonv-^or  concluslont-oMhe-FBl. -Ut.  is  the.  pro  pert  z_of  the  FBI    and  Is  looned  to 
]_your  egeney;  It  and  Its  contents  ore  not  to  be  distributed  outside  your  agency, 
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 *  telephonic ally  advised 

 rthat  the  Deacons  for  Defense  and  Justice 

originated  In  Joneshoro^  Louisiana^  with  seven  orislnal  memhers. 
He  said  mNES^ ''JOSSSOS  Is  the  Regional  Head  for  the  Deacons  for 
J>efense  and  Justice.'  He  stated  that  the  Bogalusa  Chapter  of 
the  Deacons  for  Defense  and  Justice  was  chartered  through  the 
parent  chapter  at  Jonesboro  and  that  part  of  the  dues  collected 
from  the  members  of  the  Bogalusa  Chapter  is  supposed  to  go  to 
the  Joneshoro  Chapter.       ^     '  .  ^, 

^Bl^advlsed  that  CHARI£S^SIMS  is  financial  secretary 
for  the  BVL  and  is  also  head  of  the  Bogalusa  Chapter  of  the 
Deacons  for  Defense  and  Justice. 


B  ..^ther  advised  that  ERNEST  JOHNSON  is  presently 
in  Northern  California  attenrpting  to  raise  money  for  the  Joneshoro 
area  and  that  SIK3  has  stated  he  wishes  to  go  back  to  Southern  " 
California  and  attempt  to  raise  more  money  in  that  area. 


=•2 

m 

seOn' 


•8A/65 


Bogalusa^  Louisiana 


F,„        KO  157-3290 


-Date  dictated  . 


8A/65 
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BogSvlusa,  Lo-uisiana,  is  the  Treasurer  and  acting  , 
Secret,!8try  tor  the  Beacotts  of  Defense  and  Justice;   and  th&t  Jbl 

Bogalusa^  "and  A^^HBH^  ^VCL-- 
*  Bog&lus&V^are  menLbers^of  tbe  U^TiD 
jtbe  Deacons  of  Defense  and  Justice.^  Co 

    Jthe  Deacons  of  Defense  and  Justice  are  (J-^ 

'preser.tly  trying  to  find  a  place  and  date  for  fire-arms 
pr3,ctice' as  in  the  past  this  training  has  been  022  an  individual 
basis.    He  further  reported  that  the  present  cost  of  joining  i 
the  Df,acop-s  of  3>&-f©nse  and  Justice  is  $10.  and  there  is  a  | 
$2.  m^^ithly  dues  assessment.  > 

The  organization  outla'*^ed  automatic  rifles  but  j 
autcm^vtic  pistols  are  allowed.     According  to  the  informant ,  | 
the  organization  has  obtained  M-l's  (not  specified  as      ■  • 
whether  rifles  or  carbines)   along  with  30,0  rifles. 


the  following  information  concerning  Bogalusa  Deacons  of 
Defense  axid  Justice: 


-  39  ~ 
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Tb«  following  is  a  partial  list  of  members  of  th« 
B^galus.^  I)e.3.Go:ri;3  f cr  Defense  and  Ji2Stlce  CDDJ) : 

CH4RLIS  SIMS,  Presidemt 
ROYJ^.N  BmRlS.  Vice-Presidei^t 


It  is  believed  that  Bogalusa  DDJ  does  not  possess 
aziy  acsichine'  guns,  M-14  rifles,  or  grenades. 

p^^tmsg.'d  military  surplus  arm^s  ^   

  ~  ^ese  pusrcnases  are 

believed  to  te  ritles  arid  side  arms.    The  only  other 

equip'EEent  presently  kno¥^n  to  be  possessed  by  the  Bogalusa 
DDJ  are  ^''aiki*  talkies. 

The  Begalixsa  D3)J  is  pr# s-tntly  a;i,iBta.inii7g  a 
CTurfei*  of  OEe-h&lf  hour  after  Hegro'  raliie.s  in  tfc©  Negro 
CGJJ!au3?.it'/  of  BogSilusa.     Any  Negro  on  tfee  streets  after  the 
cvirfe-w  is  la^rslered  to  go  to  their  homes  imra*di&tely.  TSie 
rtfcegiriition  sigsial  when  approaching  S>DJ  ©embers  at  night  in 
a  vehicle  is  to  tmrn  the  vehicle's  headlights  off  and  on 
once . 


4C 
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Some  of  the  expenses  of  the  Bogalusa  DDJ  are 
roiffib'uised  by  the  Bogsiltisa  Voters  League  (BVL)   and  for 
this  reason  CHARLES  SIMS  was  mas?.e  financial  secretary  for 
the  BVL.  — ^  — —  ^ 


  ERNEST  JOHHjBON,   also  kaown  as 

Chilly,  president  of  the  Jonesboro  DDJ,  »is  presently  in 
Northern  California  attempting  to  raise  money  for  the 
Jones^pro  DDJ  asid  is  staying  a^t  ■■j^B^  residence. 


Negroes  im  Plaquemlnej  Louisiana,  recently  asked 
for  help  in  forming  a  Plaq^iemine  Chapter  of  the  DDJ  and 
on  Augiust  1,  1965,  CHilRLES  SIUS  and  ROYAN  BUKRIS  went  to 
Plaquemine  in  order  to  help  in  this  endeavor. 

Mcnroe,  Louisiana,  and  Ferriday,  Louis i&.na,  have 
also  r«q:aested  s^ssistance  in  forming  DDJ  chapters. 
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indicated  thait  a.  Chapter  of  the  Deacons  for  Defense  and 
Jiistice  had  been  formed  in  Homer,  Louisiansi.  indicated 
that  the  organization,  exclusively  composed  of  loc&l  Negro 
males,  had  originally  been  formed  by  Negroes  in  Bogalusa  and 
Jonesboro,  Louisiana,  as  a  self -protect ion  group. 
coictir.ved  to  explain  that  the  organization  was  active  in 
ars-as  •«?here  Civil  Rights  activity  h&d  either  actustlly  or  was 
prea^imed  to  potentially  precipitate  violeiice  against  NegrOsS 
by  local  white  segregationists. 


 'said  that  the  specific  purpose  of  the 

group  i«f5.s  to  arm  themselves  and  to  "meet  force  with  force" 
in  such  instances  as  local  white  men  employed'  force  or 
"terror  tactics"  Against  Negroes.   ■■■I^^was  emph&tic 
in  stressing  that  the  organization  intended  na.  aggressive 
or  violent  action  a^t^inst  any  individual  or  group,  and  that 
no  member  of  the  organization  ife'ould  employ  a^ny  type  of  force 
unless  such  action  was  initiated  against  him  first.  ; 

furnished  z.  list  of  Negro  male  individuals  < 

vho  are  CTjrrently  membs^rs  of  ^>  bf^'_H^m'«r' ,  I.n'^H  «f  ia^iifl  rhopra^'  nf  

the  o2ganiz£.tion  and  the  posltior-s  they  occupy  as  follows  ^ 

Georg«i2^odd  Homer.  Louisiana   President 

Fred 'Lewis,  i^^||^HHH||H^^^^IHKvice  Presiden 

Secretary 
Financial 

Secretary 
Treasurer..^ 
Member 
Member 
Mffimber 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
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following  persons  have  now  become  members: 
1) 


  imt&ted  the  organisation 

has  not  purchased  any  weapons  of  any  type  and  ther*  are 
no  plans  in  the  immediate  future  to  pure has®  weapons.  He 
s&id  the  organization  does  not  own  any  weapons  of  any  kind, 
although  individual  members  do  own  various  typftS  of  hunting 
shotguns  and  rifles. 
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COKTIKMTrAr 

NO  157-3290  ^ 
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■■■l^fi.ivisa-i  The  organization  has  nox,  bee-B 
active  .although  sever «il        iht^  jc^tsJat^rs  hshv©  bee^n  ai.?^eting 
«jach  Tu#&d.5.y  night  at  the  Masonic  Hisill  in  Hcro.#r.     Hfi  stid 
there  are  usually  10  or  12  members  In  sittsndance.  He 
s&id  the  group  is  waiting  for  someone  frc-nt  the  Josaesborc,  1 
Leuisi&nsi,  Chapter  of  thw  De&cons  for  SefeciSfe  asd  Justice  ^']Qj^ 
tc  cO'Ke  to  HoKtis^r  to  a^dvisc  them  a,s  to  vhat  activity  they        /  ^ 

J  -c  T.f  &  t-v  ■  T  c  e  p  5  A  i  T!'  £  h      t .  h  e  o  r  £  i-:  1  z  .k.  t  i  on      rk  s- ,  the  re  will 
be  TiC'  &.ctivit:v  ot  -th*  Ho»?r,  Lotii.=,i:{-r.^5. ,  chipt^r- 

the  iollo'wt^^iniormatioi^a  Aijfiust  3,  1S65:  1 

He  is  f*isdlis.r  ^ith  the  >s*£rQes  -^Jho  mi;k#  iip  j 
the  Homer,  S^Giiisi&na. ,  Chi^ptr^r  o£  the  Deacons  for  I>e fens e  i 
Jii-.d  Justice.     All  of  -s^he  members  axe  long  time  resideEst^-  - 
of  that  p,*iri«.h  and  jione  of  them  h-Lvg  a  recori  for  violjiX^:^^ 
Hft  has  r;c  iif:.f  oxH/ivtior:  -^he  orgKnii  it-tien  is  sr  a 'J  .Bering  fire- 
jj.raiiS,     H&  b&:3  not  aeen  asy  activity  frosa  ths  organisfitiGia 
u:itil  this  tiae. 
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The  Los  Angeles  Times ,  Los  Angeles,  California  , 
dated  June  13,  1965,  carried  a  story  concerning  the  Deacons 
for  Pefe&se  and  Justice  in  which  the  writer  stated  th&t 
the  De&cons  claimed  that  they  fa  aid  machine  guns  and  hand 
grenades  for  use  in  racial  warfare.    £RN£ST  THOllAS,  32,  of 
Jonesboro,  who  was  described  as  an  official  and  full-time 
organizer  for  the  Deacons,  according  to  this  article,  told 
newsmen  that  there  were  50  to  55  chapters  of  the  Deacons 
in  Louisis:n&,  Mississippi,  ar.d  Alabama,  and  f und-raisiiig 
units  were  being  established  in  San  Francisco,  New  York, 
and  other  large  cities. 

This  article  further  stated  that  at  interviews 
with  members  of  the  Deacons,  Indications  were  made  that  this 
group  was  armed  with  pistols  and  rifles,  and  THOMAS  stated, 
**We  have  contacts  in  Chicago  and  Houston  for  automatic 
weapons — for  ,50  caliber  and  .30  caliber."    THOUAS  additionally 
stated  that  they  had  machine  guns  and  hand  grenades  for  use  is 
racial  strife. 

Investigations  conducted  at  Chicago  and  Houston  have 
not  developed  any  information  thsit  would  indicate  that  any 
large  quantity  of  weapons  has  been  sold  to  any  individuals 
or  group  in  the  Jor.esboro,  Bogalusa,  or  New  Orlesjiis  area  of 
Louisis.3a. 
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APPENDIX 

REYCLimCSARY  ACTION  MOVEMEM  (RAM) 

On  November  3,  1964,  a  source  made  available  a  document 
i^titled,  "The  Revolutionary  Action  Movement  Manifesto",  the 
^Aj^gjgaent  having  been  obtained  by  the  source  trom  an  Individual 
^sSown  to  be  a  membisr  of  HAM* 
21 

2  2  This  document  stated,  in  p^xt,  that  RAM  vas  officially 

2c3rganized  in  the  Winter  of  1963,  by  Afro-.lmerlc'iBfj  who.  support 
2^he  revolutionary  objectives  of  KCBERT  F,  WILLlAyJJ,  now  residing. 
2Su  Cuba,  and  his  concept  of  organized  violence  tc  achieve  the 
2£iberation  of  the  Afro-American  people  in  the  Uni-fied  States.  This 
22anife3to -reflected  that  RAM  had  oriented  ita  prograjn  to  one  of 
2.8diicatiQn  and  political  revolution  and  the  organization  of  a 
2^B1^k"  political  party  with  revolutionary  objectives,  having 
?Cecogiiiaed  the  need  for  a  "black  revolution"  that  could  and  would 
3Jteize  power.    RAM  philosophy  is  described  in  this  document 
323:one  of  revolutionary  n&tionalisn,  that  is,  one  involving 
3-Bhe  struggles  of  the  non-white  races  of  the  world  against 
3 Exploitation  and  enslavement  by  the  white  capitalist  and 
3Ssiperialist  nations*  i. 
36  '  ; 

Regarding  WILLIAMS;^  above^  it  should  be  noted  that  on 
3 August  28,  1961,  a  Federal  warrant  was  issued  at  Charlotte, 
}5orth  Carolina,  charging  him  with  Unlawful  Flight  to  Avoid 
•s Prosecution  for  the  Crime  of  Kidnapping.    Subsequent  to  the 
4 Issuance  of  this  warrant,  WILLIAI^  fled  the  United  States 
4  2;o  Cuba,  where  he  now  publishes  a  monthly  newsletter 
4  Entitled  "The  Crusader**  from  Havana. 

4  4 

4  5  On  November  16,  1965,  a  second  source  E.dvised  that  he 

ia.earijed  recently  from  a  RAM  member  that  the  organization  was 
1  "begun  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  largely  under  the  impetus  of 
4 ©ON; -FREEMAN,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  described  as  the  *Txither"  of 
4yjiU'^ajid  referred  to  as  RAM's  "Blfick  Stalin*'.    FREEMAN  now 
(Serves  as  RAM  Chairman,  with  MAXWELiLi  STAlfFORD,  Philadelphia, 
"Pennsylvania,  serving  RAM  as  Field  Chairman.    This  second 
S^soux^ce  advised  that  there  is  no  formal  headquarters,  as  such, 
^3for  k\M  at  present,  but  that;  headquarters  are,  in  effect,  with 
3fl|^BEMilN  since  he  plays  a  dominant  role  In  the  lee^ershlp 
lEi^  directs  the  policies  and,;  activities  of  the  organization, 
^6  ■       \  ;  '  n-'  ■  -  i   ..    -  , 

'i?       I  ■  '  ■  :■. 

52        ■    ...  ' 

SI      :l  .1         n  "  . 

j  .v;  ■      ■  ^  


So 


COMMUNICAHOft  ^TlOfi 
AUG  1965 


yir.  Belmont.^   ( 

Mr.  Casoer  ' 
Mr.  CalJahfln  ! 
Mr.  ConratL-^ 


FBI  WASH  DC 


131.         FBI   SAN  ANTON 

i.5„;>'  615  PM/ CST  8/19/65  URGENT  LAL 
l"?  TO  Dli^ECTOK  ClS7-2466> 

lAijjjIiFROM  SAN  ANTONIO  CJ57-413> 

23   (j    THE  COMMITTEE  TO  AID  THE  DEACONS  -  RM 


RE  SAN  ANTONIO  AIRTEL  AUGUST  NINE  LAST. 

■^■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■I^  UNIVERSITY 
■K\:^--::'^  TEXAS*   AUSTIN*    TEXAS,   ADVISED  INSTANT  DATE  THAT  UNIDENTIFIED 

3  3li-H  iNDIVIDUAL  PLACED  A  LARGE  NUMBER  OF  PLACARDS  AT  VARIOUS  POINTS  ON 
^5         UNIVERSITY  CAMPUS*   WHICH  PLACARDS  READ  AS  FOLLOWS:     QUOTE  THE 
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COMMITTEE  TO  AID  THE  DEACONS  PRESENTS:  MARK  KLEIN  SPEAKING  ON 
ARMED  SELF  DEFENSE*   THE  NEXT  STA^E  IN  THE  NEGRO  STRUGGLE.  UNIVERSITY 
YMCA,  THURSDAY*   AUGUST  NINETEEN*   EIGHT  P.M.*   ADMISSION  FREE.  UNQUOTE 

■■^AUSTIN  AWARE  OF  MEETING.     MATTER  BEING  FOLLOWED  AND 
BUREAU  WILL  BE  KEPT  ADVISED.       LHM  FOLLOWS. 


WA 


JRL 


FBI  WASH  DC 

I 

TU  CLR  P 


■3 


li3AUG301865 


r? 


ALL  INFORMATION  CONTAINED  if;} 
HEREIN  IS  UNCLASSIFIED       J  ' 


>9 

S  I. 


COMMUNIC^.lONS  SEOTOH 
AUG  2  01965 


TELETYPE 


Mr.  Gale. 
Mr.  Jfeisen. 
Mr/ luIHvan 

Mr.tC*Titter  I 

Tele,  Room__^ 
Miss  Hnlmpa  j 
Miss  Gandy  _J 


|PM  S/ I 9/65  URGENT  JEH 
DIRECTOR  /1 57-2466/ 
^ROM  SAN  ANT0^3I0  /1 57-413/ 


KE.COMMITTEE  TO  AID  THE  DEACONS.     RACIAL  MATTER. 


32^,    RE  SAN  ANTONIO  TEL  TODAY. 
3^fK  MEETING  HELD  AS  SCHEDULED,  NO  INCIDENTS,  NO  ARRESTS,  LHM  FOLLOWS. 


?|nd  and  ACK  PLS. 
!JbI  wash  DC 


]^LRP 


18  AUG  23  19b5 


;3 

44 

45 
46 
47 
48 
49 

n 

52 

=>3 


HEREIN  IS  USCUSSIflED  ' 


Vii 


ST^iyisnjit  the  following  in  . 


•A 

F  B  '  -n: 

Date:  Aug.  20,  1965 


(Type  in  plain  text  or  code) 


ATHTEL 


(Priority  or  Method  of  Mailing) 


.-TO: 


FROM: 


DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-2466) 
SAC,  SAH  AliTOmO  (lC7-4i3) 

0 

THE  COMMITTEE  TO  AID  THE  DEACONS 
RM 


Re  Saji  Antordo  teletype  dated  8/19/65. 


A 


E^iclosed  herewith  for  the  Bureau  are  eight  copies  of  LHM^on 
^aptior^ed  matt i^r  sut table  for  dissemination.  •  ' 

•  '  '    Copies  of  tlie  LHM  have  been,  disseminated  locally  to  OSI, 

;  ONI;  n2t}i  INTC  and  (.wo  copies  to  Secret  Service. 

The  SptcialAgpnt  at  Austin,  Texas,  who  received  the  in- 
ic?:m2.t\on  Ir  om  HHHI^^K  ^■i>  set  out  in  attached  LKM,  isl 
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'LEADS 


SAN  AmoKio  Division 


❖3? 


5^/  f  '^^Xc:  ^^-^^.ff 
^EC-  52 


At  A^^£■;;-^■^,.  Texas  ' 

Wiil  tollov/  and  rc;,..  rt 
at  the  University  YMC A.  Au^f^jst  19 


M  AUG  24  1965 
?  r€su3ls  of  the  meeting  scheduled 


^  .  AGENCY:   ACST,  ONI.  OSI;SSC.  Sia.; 

t<5  c^ureai.  (E^.c.  &)  DKVT:  ISD.  CRIX  Mfi  ^ 

e  Sa^i  Antorio  DATE  For?:v-  <^/p^jL<^ 


.TJC:JMW 


HOW  FOKW: 
BY:  


t^"^^-^  CH^^  ^  Au.ir!Fon".!ATinnc:,... 


_  7  DATE^2^z^BY_^^,g^ 


F  B  I 
Date:  bllXl65 


mit  the  following  in  . 


A  i   r  t  e  1 


(Type  in  plain  text  or  code) 

■Airmail 


(Priority  or  Method  of  Mailing) 


Director,  FBI  (157-2466) 
SAC,  Albany  (157-163)  RUC 


^^EACONS  OF  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE  .^^,.-r/i.Mrn 

RACIAL  MATTERS  ALL  INFORMATION  CONTAINED 

HEREIN  IS  UilCl.n>S!F!ED    '  / 

Re  San  Antonio  airtel  to  Bureau  8/ 9/ 65, 
Following  information  made  available  on  8/19/65,  by 
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SO 

^  -  •.  - 


cc:  Csy-  Bureau  (RM) 

3  -  San  Antonio  (Encl.l)  (RM) 

2  -  New  Orleans  (157-3290)  (RM) 

4  -  Albany 
(1  -  157-163) 


^vcV^        (1  -  100-19350)       tX-100  /  ]MI^ 

^  (\  -  100-19317)  4    AUG  v  • 


(1 

>^\.  CVJR/bsp 
(12) 


AUG  23  I3a£> ' 


yAppfpyed: 

^--f*'^— -  \  ^  Specia] 


Sent 


il  A.gen^ji.Cbfirge 
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indicated,  explain  this  deletion. 

H^^eleted  under  exemption(s)  _  with  no  segregable 

material  available  for  release  to  you. 
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t;Niri:D  5TATKS  G^'  "^RNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO    ^  :  DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-2466)  date:  8/23/65 

:  SAC,  MOBILE  ( 157-1017)  (RUC) 

subject:       ^-"'DEACONS  OP  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE,   INC.,  aka 
RM 

(00:  New  Orleans) 


Reference  is  made  to  Bureau  alrtel,  7/I9/65. 

Investigation  has  been  conducted  in  the  Mobile 
Division  consisting  of  contact  with  racial  informants  and 
sources,  Necpo  liaison  sources,  logical  criminal  inforiiiants 
and  appropriate  law  enforcement  officials .     No  information 
has  been  developed  v/hich  would  Indicate  the  existence  of 
any  c "nap tor  of  subject  organization  in  tliis  Division. 

Inasmuch  as  all  of  the  contacts  made  are  negative, 
no  report  is  'being  submitted  but  the  negative  contacts  are 
re  f  le  c  to  d  in  the  Mo b  i  le  f  i  le  . 

Inobile  Agents  have  all  ]jcen  alerted  to  the 
possible  fornation  of  subject  gro{;p  in  this  Division  and 
if  any  such  inf oriiiation  is  received,  it  vjill  be  promptly 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  iJureau  and  New  Orleans. 


C$  -  Bureau  (RKi) 
2  -  New  Orleans  ( 157-3290)  (RIvl) 
1  -  Mobile 
JTDtgre 
(5) 


ALl  INFORMATION  CONTAINED 
HEREIN  IS  UNCLASSIFIED 


^5  ^cl^ 


4(0 


F  B  I 

Date:8/lV65 


(Type  in  plaintext  or  code) 

AIR  MAIL 


(Priority) 


TO: 


DIRECTOR,  FBI 


FROM:  SAC,  NEW  ORLEANS  (157-5290) 


DEACONS  FOR  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE 

m 


Enclosed  for  the  Bureau  are  eight  copies  of  a 
letterhead  memorandum  captioned  '(■■■■■^P)  JONESBORO 
LOUISIANA."    Copies  of  this  LHM  being  furnished  to  Chicago 
Detroit,  and  Kew  York  for  information. 

Co|ies  of  this  LHM  are  being  disseminated  to  ICG 
and  Secret  Service,  Nev  Orleans.  \ 
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^j^^^^^sv.  ff^],^   HEREIN  IS  UNCLASSIFIED  (9 


3  .  Bureau  (Encl^S)  t^ATE  J'J.?^S^.BY  ^/^^ 


1  -  Chicago  (15^397)  (End.  1)  (Info) 
X  -  Detroit  (3^-835)  (End.  1)  (Info) 

1  -  New  York  6^57-927)  (End.  1)  (Info) 

2  -  New  Orleans 

RDWrsab  >  /-^  O 

RFP  ^ 
AGENCY:   ACSI.  ONI.  OSr;r>Sa  SHK.^*^^" 

D  VJPT:  JSa  CRD.  '  »— —  <«-—  ««— 

DATE  FOIV.V :  ,  7>/t?.^J h  <'   ,  p^V 

HOW  FORW:   /  tl'V^^  «AU6  21  1965 

BY:  >rry^-:CO- 


LHM 


A. 


Approyey  !  t^/   


Sent  . 


Per  . 


Ul.     ZD  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OJ?  STICK 
FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 


,\  fn  fffpfyt  Please  Refer  to 
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CONFj^lAL 


August  I'^ii,  l^itd 


PIHSRWISE  — 


JONESBORO,  LOUISIANA < 


The  following  informatic^i  \i3is  been  ob.cjiinid;  ^'t^^.i  ^ 
the  tiles  of  -the  New  Orleans  Office  in  connection  wixh  vsurloiia 
civil  rights  and  racial  investigations  uhicn  h^vi.  -  ' 
conducted:  • 


CLASS.  .& 
EEASOK 

DATE  OP  EEVIEW 


&  EXT.  EY5/^/faX/fi  7'/7'Jlrv 
BEVIEW        X^/V-X-i  "    „  ^)  ^- 


CONFjJ^JTIAL 


On  January  5,  1965,  the  Deacons  of  Defense  And 
Justice  (DDJ)  was  reported  to  be  organized  and  Earnest 
Thomas  was  reported  to  serve  this  organization  as  a  group 
leader. 


On  February  21,    1965,   Ear>:i£st  Tiiomas  appeared  at 
a  meeting  of  Congress  of  Racial  Eqiiality  (CORE)  workers  aisd  ; 
Negro  leaders  at  Bogalusa,  Louiiiiana,  to  discuss  organisation 
of  the  DDJ  at  Bogalusa. 

On  March  5,  1965,  a  cb^ti^v  gr&atcid  to  the  QDJ 

mt  Monroe,  Louisiana,  ref leer f i/i-^  r^trvsst  i;bo:/ia»  a-k  vice  ^n^tsid 

af  taais  organization,  register ^.i  'i^ent,  aid  acinter,  oi  the  ! 
boatd  of  directors. 


Oa  July  2,  1^>£;5,  accor^^a^i  i^,-  iyna  nDirspa^^ir  iitc^tis^c.^ 
Item  of  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  oa  tnsv  date,  Barnes x  Tii w.^a 
was  a  speaker  at  t^he  annual  convention  of  CORE  at  Durham. 
/North  Carolina,  ^ahd  that  Thomas  v^rs  one  of  the  speaiter^  ^  t  "^^  k 

j  along  with  Jame^^armeij,^ennett/X,  a  Black  Muslim  leadsr^H  ■ 

\from  Durham,   and  Bayard/llustin  of  New  York  City  who  org&ru'>.ed 
the  civil  rights  marcH  on  Washington  in  1963.     It  uvas  rsi^^ortlBd  " 
that  Thomai^  in  his  speech  attacked  the  idea  of  non^violence^i 
He  said  tha  Deacons  was  created  to  inform,  the  klan  that  ' 
Negroes  on  the  whole  are  not  non-vioient.     Thomas  was  ,tati*d 
in  this  attitude  by  another  speaker,  Dr„  Lonnie  X,  a  Bl 
Muslim  minister  of  ffashington,  D„C.  ,  who  also  spoko^,  siiyi>^:; 
"It  is  better  to  spend  30  secondii  in  the  glory  ox  manhoo.i  *  ; 
than  a  1,000  years  in  the  news."  l 

A  characterization  of  the  ru.ti.on  of  lislsKi  is  vj^^^^i 
hereto  in  the  appendix  section.  i 


FD'529  (10-20-78)  .  A.-v  XXXXXX 

I"  '  '  J  www 


XXXXXX 
XXXXXX 


FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 
FOlPA  DELETED  PAGE  INFORMATION  SHEET 


Page(s)  withheld  entirely  at  this  location  in  the  file.  One  or  more  of  the  following  statements,  where 
indicated,  explain  this  deletion. 

under  exemption(s)  _  with  no  segregable 

material  available  for  release  to  you. 

□  Information  pertained  only  to  a  third  party  with  no  reference  to  you  or  the  subject  of  your  request. 

□  Information  pertained  only  to  a  third  party.  Your  name  is  listed  in  the  title  only. 

□  Document(s)  originating  with  the  following  government  agency (ies) 


,  was/were  forwarded  to  them  for  direct  response  to  you. 


Page(s)  referred  for  consulation  to  the  following  government  agency  (ies); 


be  advised  of  availability  upon  return  of  the  material  to  the  f  'bi. 
Page(s)  withheld  for  the  following  reason(s): 


.  as  the  information  originated  with  them.  You  will 


□    For  your  infonnation; 


□    The  following  number  is  to  be  used  for  reference  regarding  these  pages: 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
X  DELETED  PAGE(S)  \ 
X  NO  DUPLICATION  FEE  y 

XXXXXX  X      FOR  THIS  PAGE  X 

XXXXXX  XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

XXXXXX  FBI/OOJ 


) 

1  -  .    '  ^  . 

5 

7  A  P  P  E  N  L   ^  X 

A    NATION  OF  ISLAM,  formerly  C^^'aEFNTIi\! 
:2    referred  to  as  the  Muslim  ^^^ijjf^^iH  iinu 

13  Cult  of  Islam,  also  known  as 

14  Mubaiamad's  Temples  of  Islam 

15  ■ 

16  NATION  OF  ISLAM 

t  ~f  — — — — — — ^_ 

18  In  January,  1957,  a  source  advised  Eiijah  Muhammad 

l^rhgs  described  his  organization  on  a  nationwide  basis  as  the 
iO^^tion  of  Islam"  (NOI)  and  "Muhammad's  Temples  of  Islam". 

21  '  ■ 

22  On  May  8,  1964,  a  second  source  advised  Elijah 

2  3    Muhammad  is  the  national  leader  of  the  KOI;  Muhammad's  Temple 
24    of  Islam  No.  2,  5335  South  Greenwood  Avenue,  Chicago,  Illinois, 
2  5>,is  the  national  headquarters  of  the  NOI;  and  in  mid-1960, 

26    Muhamma-;  and  other  NOI,  officilas,  when  referring  to  Muhammad's 

2  7    organization  on  a  nationwide  basis ,  commenced  using  either 
2Ry*Mosque"  or  "Temple"  when  mentioning  one  of  "Muhammad's  Temples 
29^Si».  Islam." 

3  0 - 

31  The  NOI  is  an  all-Negro  organization  which  was  .  . 

3  2v,Wiginall3''  orgaJiizei  in  1930  in  Detroit,  Michigan.  Muhammad 
33.0  claims  to  have  baen  selected  by  Allah,  the  Supreme  Being, 
34  'to  lead  the  so-called  Negro  race  out  of  salvery  in  the  wilderness 

3  5    of  North  America  by  establishing  an  independent  black  nation  in 
36    the  UiJ.ted  States.     Members  following  Muhammad's  teachings  and 
3^j|||^s  interpre-tatioa  of  the  "Koran"  belisve  there  is  no  such  thing 
^^^Sls  a  Negro;  that  tfee  so-called  Negroes  are  slaves  of  the  white 

39  race,  referred  to  as  "white  devils,"  in  the  United  States;  and 

40  that  tJie  white  race,  becauj^e  of  its  exploitation  of  the  so-called 
Negroes,  must  and  will  be  destroyed  in  the  approaching  "War  of 

4  2   Armageddon . " 
<3 

4  4  In  the  past,  officials  and  members  of  the  NOI, 

4  5    including  Muhammad,  have  refused  to  register  under  the  provisions 

4^    of  the  Selective  Service  Acts  and  have  declared  that  members 

47    owe  no  allegiance  to  the  United  States. 

43 

II  APPENDIX 


A  P 


E  J!  I' 


On  May  5^  1958..  the  first  soui-ce  advised  Muhammad 
had J  upon  advice  of  legal  counsel,  tempered  his  personal 
statements  and  instructions  to.  his  minlsT:ers  concerning  the 
principles  of  his  organization  In  order  to  avoid  possible 
prosecution  by  the  United  States  Government;  ho^^ever^  he  did 
not  indicate  any  fundamental  changes  in  the  teachings  of  his 
organization. 

On  May  7,  196^^  a  third  source  advised  Muhammad 
had,  early  in  July,  1958,  decided  to  d.e- emphasize  the  religious 
aspects  of  the  teachings  of  Islam  and  to  stress  the  economic 
benefits  to  be  derived  by  those  Negroes  \tho  Joined  the  NOI. 
This  policy  change,  according  to  Muhammad,  vJould  help  him 
acquire  additional  followers  and  create  more  interest  in  his 
programs. 
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Oa  Noveqpber  3,  1964,  a  coiirce  made  available  a  document 
entitled,  '"The  Re^^olutionary  Action  Hovtsiont  Uaailesto",  the 
document  having  been  obtained  by  tbe  source  from  an  individual 
'known  to  be  a  membsr  of  BAU.  ■  : 

This  document  stated,  in  psirt,  that  VJJl  was  officially 
organized  in  the  Winter  of  1963,  by  Afro^Anerictins  who  support 
:  §|:he  revolutionsxy  objectiveo  of  ROBEUT  F.  WILLIAUS,  now  residing 
^'in  Cuba,  and  his  - concept  of  orgjiaized  violence  to  achieve  the 
liberation  of  the  Afro-Anerican  people  in  the  Uaited  States*  Th±Q 
^nifesto  reflected  that  RA2S  had  oriented  Its  prcgraa  to  one  of 
jpducation  and  'pblltical  revolution  and  the  org^ialzation  of  a. 
Tblacls"  political  party  with  re'colutionary  objectives,  having 
peco^nized  the  need  for  a  "black  revolution"  that  could  and  would 
peize  .power,    RAH  philosophy  ie  described  in  this  document  .. 
ns  one  of  revolutionary  national icra,  that  is,  cue  involving, 
fuhe  struggles-  of  the  non-^hitf  races  of  the  world  against 
exploitation  and  enslavement  i>y  the  white=  capitalist  and 
imperialist  nations*  r-^ 

;   Regarding  WII^LI^lIS,  above,  it  should  be  noted  that  .on 
August  28,  19^1,  a  Federal  warrant  was  i:^'jued  trc  Chiarlotte, 
^North  Caroldna>— charging"l]fim  with  Unlawful  Flight  to  Avoid 
prosecution  fbr  the  Crioe  of  Kidnapping.    Subsequent  to  the 
issuance  of  tl^is  warrant,  .ifflLLIAliS' f  led  the  United  States 
to  Cuba,,  where  he  now  publ^ishf^s  a  nonthly,  newsletter 
jentitled  "The, Crusader"  from  Ifavana. 

1  '         [   ^  November  16,  196^,  a  second  source  advised  that  ho 
learned  recently  from  a  RAU. member  that  t)ie  orgrinization  was 
begun  inj  Detroit,  Ulchigan,  l^jely  under,  the  inpetus  of 
tai  FHEEto,  Cleveland,  O^io, . described  as  th©  "Father"  of 
RAH  and  referred  to  as  RAM's  ^'Blzck  Stalin"*    FEEEL'AN  n0w 
serves  asi  RALI  Chairman,  with  tmrflill/  STAIIFORD.  Philadelphia^ 
•PennsylvJ^nia,  ^serving  RAM  jas  Field  Chairtian.  'This  second 
source  i^vise<^  that  there -is  i^o  fonial  headquari ere,  as  such,  . 
for  RAH  ^t  present,  but  that  hc:idquartera:  are,  in  effect,  with 
FREEUAK  isince rhe  plays  a  dominan  t  role  in  the  leadership 
and  directs  the  policies  and  sx^tivities  of  tho  organization* 


CONFlf  NTiAL. 


le  This  second  source,  in  Sept caber,  1964,  advised  that 

1 Q  •j^Att.  is.  dedicated  to  the  overthrow,  of  the  capitalist  system;, 
J^^WSthe  United  States,  by  violence' if  necessary,  and  to  its" 


21 
22 
23 
24 
2  5 
26 
21 
2ft 


replacement  by  a  socialistic  system  orient<?d  toward  the  Chinese 
lunist  interpretation  of  Marxism-Leninisa.    BAM  is  entirely 
n-white  in  nenbership,  clandestine  in  nature,  and  owes  its 
primary  allegiance 'to  the  '*Bandung  World",  that  is,  the  non-whit;? 
races  of  the  world,  rather  than  to  any  national  entity,  as  such. 


■  To  date,  according  to  the  second  .source,  in 
November,'  1964,'  RAM  has  organized  units  and  menberehip  in  several 
g^fcthe  larger  cities  in  the  United  States  east  of  the  Mississippi 
^.i^S9er',  and  the  organization  is  currently  active,  attempting  to 
30  recruit  new  members  and  expand  its  sphere  of  influence. 
^l"  ■ 

32^  ■         .  - 

34.-..  .,  H     _  , 

35 

36-  ■       .  r  .-^      ■  .      ■  '    ;  . 

3^ 

38?^-  r        -1  .\      ,'■  '  ■  ■ 

39      f  ■      ■  ?.  ■  ;!.;■..■■  .  .1 
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F  B  I 

Date:  8/20/65 


I  Mr.  li-lmont— 
i  Mr.  MoJir  

\.  Mr.  C?.?pcr  

Mr.  t.'?:!:u';:in_ 
'SNinrad..-.. 
Ulr.  Felt 


it  the  following  in  . 
AIRTEL 


(Type  in  plaintext  or  code) 


(Priority) 

ri£^  iSamiy, 

^  DIRECTOR,  FBI 


TO: 
FROM: 
IrE: 


Mr.  Cila  . 

Mr.  Kosen: 
.Mr.. 
Mr.  Tavel. 


Mr.  Trf.ttny'  -    -  i 

Tele.  Room. J  :_J 

Miss  Hnlijii^a     '  '> 


SAC,   SAN  ANTONIO  (157-413)  ^ 
THE  COMMITTEE  TO  AID  THE  DEACONS 


Transmitted  herewith  are  eight  copies  of  £.HM 
reflecting  results  of  the  meeting  held  at  Austin,  Texa 
at  8  p.m.  on  8/19/65  at  the  University  YMCA,  Austin,  Texas. 


One  copy  each  is  being  disseminated  locally  to 
«r,.OSI,  ONI,  112th  INTC,  and  two  to  Secret  Service. 


V 

Bureau 
"San  Antonio 
JCK/fes 

(5)  AGENCY: 


ALL  INFORMATION  CONTAINED  ' 
HEREIN  IS  UNCLASSiFIED 


0    :jt^  i  Cv9 


ACST.  ONI.  O^r::^ 
L'LjT:  ISD,  Cnu 

DATE  FOnVv':  ai 

HOW  FORW:   /  /^v' 

BY ?         '  i^i^ 


REC-50 


AUG  2&1965 


3.  CUD,  1^:  tA 

xJmxLj^:^!.          •  .  — - 


53  -n^^ 

'  Approved: 

■70  ■■ 


i2 


—  -     Spec4<il  AfjftVi^  ia.nj^T;^^^~ 


Sent  . 


Per  . 


UNITED  Jsi  A'f  ES  D15PARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 
FEDERAL  BUBEAtJ  OF  INVESTIGATION 

San  Antonio,  Texas 
August  20,  1965 

The  Committee  to  Aid  the  Deacons 


Hjl^  advised  the  scheduled  meeting  of  the  Committee  to  Aid 
> 'AJz^-iiJne  D ea c on 8  was  begun  at  8  p.m.  at  the  University  YMCA,  Austin, 
io**^exas,  on  August  I9,  1965*  with  approximately  thirty  people 
-)l      present.    This  group  was  predominately  white  and  only  one 
22      Negro  girl  who  is  a  student  at  the  University  of  Texas  was 
2  3  present. 

24-  \ 

25'^,  PAUir^PKINj  m^ber  of  the  Students  for  a  Democratic 

2  6"  '  Society,  introduced  MARK^i^IN^  as  program  speaker.        /:  ,  .   j-^,^  y  , 

n  .  Prom  8  p,m.  to  approximately  9  p.m.  KLEIN  voiced 

2^S|B^ommuni3tic  propaganda  and  read  from  numerous  books  their 
3Q'7'r"content3  all  favorable  to  Communism.    KLEIN  also  advocated 
3 that  Negroes  should  all  arm  themselves  and  organize  into       .  . 
32vv -groups  who  could  then  protect  themselves  against  the  Ku  Klux 
33!^'    Klan,  racists,  and  law  enforcement  officers  who  attack 
34>,   peaceful  demonstrations, 
"» 5  "  V 

2g  V  KLEIN  specflcally  recommended  that  each  Negro  in 

rq^^additlon  to  having  the  necessary  firearms  to  defend  his  home, 
^'"jP^should  have  a  loaded  rifle  and  pistol  In  his  car  at  all  times 
Tig      and  be  ready  "to  defend  the  Negroes/' 

^?  Following  KLEIN'S  address,  approximately  one  hour 

-2      question  and  answer  period  followed.    During  this  time,  KLEIN 
.\      was  "hard  put"  to  justify  his  position  that  armed  deacons  for 
\.      defense  and  Justice  would  not  lead  to  positive  open  clasheis 
4c      between  whites  and  Negroes.    During  this  session,  KLEIN 

defined  his  personal  position    as  a  "revolutionary  socialist."  - 

The  meeting  was  adjourned  Just  prior  to  10  p.m., 
Vl      in  order  that  KLEIN  could  watch  the  10  p.m.  TV  news  and 
?Q      determine  if  the  meeting  was  on  local  television. 

l\  There  were  no  incidents  and  no  arrests  were  made; 

-ilNFOR' lATlC:!  CO:iTAlMED'''<"''^'<Ty  of  the  fdi     IS^/-^'  V  64-^ 
ffREIN  IS  UNCLASSIFIED  II;'™!™?: 

5g  V     IQ  I'lSl  lind  is  loancj 


■,9 


EIN  IS  UNCLASSiFIED  ^ 

property  of  tha 
aiK-J  lo  vour  ;>Ki;ncy;  it 
ami  its  ojntL'iits  ure  not  to  be 


Q  distril)ut<jd  outside  yciur  agency. 


The  Cormnlttee  to  Aid,  the  Deacons" 


I 


Students  for  a  Democratic  Society  is  an  approved  ; 
organization  of  the  University  of  Texas  campus „    He  described 
it  as  "a  political  study  and  action  organizatlono  The 
purpose  of  the  organization  is  to  work  toward  a  more  democratic 
society,"    He  described  it  as  "an  educational  and  social  action 
organization  that  seeks  to  promote  the  active  participation 
of  students  toward  construction  of  a  social  order  that  is  free  ' 
from  poverty,  ignorance,  war,  exploitations,  and  inhumanity  of  ; 
man  to  man," 

IHI^H^stated  membership  is  open  to  students, 
faculty,  and  others  who  share  the  commitments  of  the  organization 
to  democracy  as  a  means  and  as  a  social  goal. 


F  B  I 


Dqte:  ^  8/25/65 


^it  the  following  in 
^AIBJEL  


confS^ 


LlTIAL 


(Type  in  plaintext  or  code) 


(Priority) 


TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 




DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-2466)  r '""  '  A  i  V:)\ 


0 


SAC,  Jackson  (157-3465)  (P) 


DEACONS-OF...  DEFENSE 
AND.  JUSTICE  ?^%ka 
FACIAL  MATTERS 


Re  report  of  SA 
8/17/65  at  New  Orleans, 


^  dated 


Enclosed  for  the  Bureau  are  eight  copies  of 
an  LHM  and  for  New  Orleans  are  two  copies  of  same.  One 
copy  each  is  being  sent  to  INTO,  OSI,  ONI,  and  Secret 
Service.   H^wIII  also  be  advised  of  the  developments 
in  tils  matter. 
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LEADS;  ,, 

NEW  ORLEANS  DIVISION  t:^<^^"'' ^.^f/oN  -  FCli/l^^ 

r-\  .   .    V  BATE  OF  rr.vTK//_  f">^^-^^ — 

(3)-  Bureau  (157-2466)   (Enc  8)  (RM)  ^^^^ 

2  -  New  Orleans  (157-3290)  (Enc  2)  (RM)          ' -•^^:'  riCN  coktainsd: 

5^  -  Jackson  (157-3465)   ,  J-^-'^^"?:^' is  oI^class ifildi  ' 


&  cc   UIM  (1 


(1  -  157-452)  ^-^^    .y/is>'^  -f-/ 


JOl/gjm  ;^Qj2NCY:   ACSI,  ONI,  0SI;^K:C  KHK.;    :  .  . 

(10)  r}:rr:  iSD.  cuD.ii^  :  •  ^ 


At  Jonesbaro,  Louisiana 

Will  handle  lead  as  set  forth  under  Bogalusa.. 
JACKSON  DIVISION  "     .  -"^ 

At  Jackson,  Mississippi 

Will  maintain  contact  with  sources  to  obtain 
background  concerning  organization  of  Mississippi  chapter. 
Will  attempt  to  identify  all  participants  and  activities  .. 
as  well  as  arms  acquired.  :  .  ^  ^.  ..V' 


i. 
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C0MMUNI(^T10NS  SECTION 

AUG  2 1, 1Pf^'> 

TELETTYPp: 


Mr.  To!«on_ 
Mr.  BelmontL 

Mr.  Mohr  

Mr.  DeLoach  

Mr.  Casper  

Mr.  Callahan  

Mr.  Conrad„..._ 
Mr.  Felt_  


Mr.  Gale. 
Mr-  Rose: 
Mr.  Sullivan.., 
Mr.  Tavd 
Mr.  Trotter, 
Tele.  Room. 


|NANTON 

5XXX339PM  CST  URGENT  8/25/65  MRH 


.  j  J  Tele.  Room_  


J^joiRECTOR  157-2466 
flm-SAN  ANTONIO  157  413 


-XOMMITTEE  TO  AID  THE  DEACONS, 


advised  the  above  committee  will  meet 
]4p:ight  p.m.,  august  twenty-five  ah  the  community 
;4:nter,  one  one  nine  two  Angelina  street,  located  in  the 
section  of  austin,  texas.   mark.klpin  will  speak  on 

35 


E  TRUTH  ABOUT  THE  DEACONS" 


RESULTS  OF  THIS  MEETING  WILL 


FURNISHED  THE- BUREAU. 


J^.'..L  BMS 

J*^!  WASH  DC 


HEREIN  IS  uSaS^^ 
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|,51SEP2  1965: 


I  MOONS  OOUNSElJ 
l^lpSSIPPI  GROUP 

9  •]^8|p6e  Steps  Explained  by 
roes- From  Louisiana 


By  ROY  REEU 

"  .*■.     55p<»ciJil  to  The  N*w  York  TJinwi 
JACKSON,  Miss.,  Aug.^2S> 

,    Ssvsra;  ;:;s.T»ber:i  of  tiie 

1  Scons  for  Defense  and  Justice 

1  {j  £&tne  irdfft"  "IioOisraria  today  to| 
-ttell  Missis«5ippl  Negroes  and 
J  civil  rights  worker,"?  how  to  or- 

iHganize  for  defense  against 
Q  ^si^ite  j^e  r  r  or  ism . 

"  ~^acon-s  came  in  respoTiso 
buildup  of  racial  tension 
■Mississippi.  Several  acts  of 
«^  ^jA^Olencs  have  occurred  duri: 
T  Itfte  last 

-  Jubinocratic 
24'tantlypr 

^dominantly  Ncg^ro,  sponsored 
Sfor^ni  in  Jackson  this  afternoon 

2^fordisseni!nation  of  information 
lion  the  Deacons.  The  Deacons 

2  'are  a  loosely  organized  defense 
?  o)eague  formed  last  year  in  Lou- 

-SlMnWt:  protect  Negroes 
2^9SP(jBS*' marauding  and  haras- 
•j  ftSing. whites.  Louisiana  hds  sev- 
~'  ^eral  chapters. 

?  1^  The  Rev.  Ed  King,  a  teacher 
i  predominantly  Negro  Tou-' 
"*  ^'0^o6  College  at  Jack  Ron  and 

3  3'&  member  of  the  executive  com- 
T>^mittee  Of  the  Mis.sissippi  Frec- 
"  ^dom  Democratic  party,  said 
3  5"?^  party  was  not  taking  a 
^  stap^  on  the  Deacons  but  was 
'■'  P. simply  providing  an  opportunit  v 
\^UKMti^oplc  to  learn  more  aboi(t 
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Bogalusa  Delegation 

1  Mississippi  Negroes  are  "vJry 
iktercsted''  in  the  -Deacons  [at 
tie  moment,  he  said.  1 
[Charles  Sims,  the  presiddit 
01  the  Deacons  at  Bogalusa, 
led  a  delegation  of  10  from 
that  recently  embattled  town  to 
discuss  organized  defense  at 
:the  Jackson  meeting, 
j  Mr.  Sims  walked  into  the 
Negro  Masonic  Hall  on  Lynch 
[street  with  his  coat  on  his  arm, 
iin  deference  to  the  99-degreo 
i  weather,  and  was  greeted 
! warmly  by  several  white  and 
I'Jegro  civil  rights  leaders.  I 
I  Another  delegation  of  De*- 
cins  met  with  Negroes  it 
rfetchez  tod-'iy.  I 

•Negroes  there  have  be<?n 
angry  and  edgy  since  a  bomb 
exploded  tn  the  car  of  George 
Metcalfe,  pre^jident  of  the  Nat- 
jchez  branch  of  the  National 
Association  for  the  Advance- 
j  ment  of  Colored  People  on  Fri- 
day and  injured  him  .seriously. 

Young  Negroes  have  gath- 
ered on  the  streets  the  last  two 
nights  -and  shouted  threats  at 
passing  white  motorists.  A  few 
cars,  including  police  cars,  have 
been  hit  by  bricks,  bottles  aiid 
tomatoes.  | 
^Negroes  blame  the  Ku  Klitx 
Man  for  most  of  the  violence 
al  Natchez  and  elsewhere  ii 
>a.°hSissippi^   


F.vers  ^^tlan  | 
Charles  t  of  Jackson^ 
fite  sccreuu-y  of  toe 
l,A.A.C.P.  who  hurried  Ito 
.Jitchez  and  helped  prevent  Vn 
afttiwhite  outbreak  after  ttie 
binbing,  said  today:  [ 

1  want  to  say  this  to  the  Ku 
Klux  Klan:  Stay  out  of  the 
Negro  section  at  night.  We're 
going  to  protect  ourselves. 

He  had  warned  earlier  that 
Negroes  were  armed  heavily  at 
Natchez  and  were  ready  tc 
.start  using  guns  to  stop  har- 
assment and  terrorism. 

A  member  of  the  Student 
Nonviolent  Coordinating  Com 
mittec  said  at  Jackson  that 
Deacons  were  meeting  today 
with  Negroes  in  at  least  two- 
other  Mi.ssis.sippi  towns,  Green- 
ville. 150  miles  up  the  Missis- 
sippi Rtver  from  Natchez,  and 
Columbia,  in  the  south-central 
part  of  the  state. 

-  The  week  of  violence  and  teiv. 
siVm  began  last  Sunday  nigwt; 
w  len  the  Rev.  Donald  Thompj-! 
s<  n,  a  white  Unitarian  minister: 
viho  has  been  active  in  civU 
rights  work,  was  gunned  dow*. 
and  seriously  woimded  by  a 
shotgun  attack  outside  his 
apartment  house. 

Mr.  Thompson  was  shot  two 
days  after  a  shotgun  attack  in 
Lqwndos-  County,  Ala.,  killed  a 
white  Episcopal  seminarian  and 
critically  wounded  a  white 
Roman  Catholic  priest. 

A  group  of  religious  leaders 
at  Jackson  took  a  full  page 
advertisement  in  the  Sunday 
newspaper  here  today  and  de- 
nounced the  attack  on  Mr.; 
Thompson.  i 
A  member  of  the  Mississippij 
Freedom  Democratic  party  re-, 
ported  last  night  that  thre*, 
cro.sscs  were  burned  earlier  ll 
Jhe  evening  at  Philadclphiajl 
lliss.  He  said  gunfire  had  been' 
ioported  near  a  house  wher4; 
Avll  rights  workers  were  stay-! 
ilig.  - 
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Re  Bureau  airtel,  7/19/65.  J 

Informants  and  sources  of  the  Charlotte  Office 
contacted  concerning  captioned  organization  have  advised 
they  have  no  information  relative  to  the  Deacons  of 
Defense  and  Justice  or  indicating  that  any  chapters*  »of 
this  organization  have  been  or  are  being  formed. 

The  Bureau  and  New  Orleans  will  be  promptly 
advised  upon  receipt  of  any  pertinent  information  con- 
cerning captioned  organization. 

■  @-  Bureau   «4      ALL  iriFOH'  'ATIDH  CONTAiNED. 

2  -  New  Orleans  c^^\   HERHM  IS  UNCLASSIFIED  ^ 
(5)' 


REC-65 


^.  V  <^  ^ 


L 

J 


i  t  D-36  (i'.ev.  i-ri-O 


"i-.  ;io!ir  ... 

:{'.  Cr.  vpvr   _4 

I  Mr.  C^hraii.;™] 

3  Mr.  Gi-ls  .rj 
f  iM/.  Roson.__ 
Sullivan 

\  Mr.'  Trotrpr.- 
J  i  Tele.  Room 


Enclosed  herevitb  for  the  Bureau  are  eight  copies 
of  LHM  on  captioned  matter  suitable  for  dissemination. 
Copies  of  the  LHM  have  been  disseminated  locally  to  OSI, 
ONI,   112th  INTTC,   and  two  copies  to  Secret  Service. 

The  Special  Agent  who  received  the  information  unT. 
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^as  set  out  in  attached  LHM  is 
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Spe&inl  Agent  l)ta£heM$e 


Sent 


Per  . 


In  Regfy,  Please  R^er  to 


JvUTEIi  t  Biiit-AKxiMENT  OF  jUSTiCE 

FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 

San  Antoni^o,  <rexas 
August  26,  1965 


HS:     THE  COMMITTEE  TO  AID  THE  DEACONS 


Ou  August  25.    1965,  ■■■■^^^^■■■■^■^■^■^ 

advised  a  Special  Agent  of  the  FBI 
At  Austin,  Texis,  that  &  aieeting  would  be  held  by  the  Committee 
tG  Aid  the  Deacons  beginning  at  8  p.m.  on  August  25,  1965. 

This  seating  is  to  be  held  at  the  Community  Ceater 
lo<cated  1192  Angelina  Stieet,  which  is  located  in  the  Negro 
section  of  East  Austin,  Texas. 

The  listed  speaker  for  this  meeting  is  MARK  KLEIN 
aiad  his  topic  will  be  "The  Truth  About  the  Deacons". 

On  August  8,   1965,  KLEIN  described  the  "Deacons" 
as  an  armed  Negro  self  defense  group. 

0^  August  26,    1965,  ■■■■■■^■^^■^P 
^■■■■■■■■■Bli^^Hl^l^^  advised  a  Special  Agent 
the  FBI  at  Austin,  Texas,   that  the  above  Committee  to  Aid 
the  Deacons  iset  at  8  p.m.,  August  25,  1965,  at  the 
CoiEiXunity  Center,  1192  Angelina  Street,  Austin,  Texas. 

This  address  is  in  east  Austin  and  in  the  Negro 
section  of  Austin,  Texas. 

There  were  sixteen  people  in  attei\(lance,  nine  of 
which  were  Negro  and  seven  whites. 

MA^K  KLEIN  was  the  speaker  at  this  meeting  and 

his  publicized  speech  as  reflected  by  more  than  2,000 
circulars  dastributed  ttiroughout  Austin,  Texas,  on  August  25, 
1965,  advertising  this  meeting  was  '*The  Truth  About  the 
Deacons*'. 


S3 
i2_ 


~3 


'     THE  COMMITTEE  TO  AID  THE  DEACONS 


K:L'I'.'.y:*I  zr^^ctlc^lly  repeated  the  same  discussion  he 
had  previct^s^y  givsn  '^.t  tha  University  'iMCA  on  the  night  of 
August  19,  KLi"^!:*:  Ag*in  advccAced  the  Communist  party 

line,  renkd  e.«:cerpts  f r  :  ;^  vitrious  p&nphlets  and  books,   all  of 
^hich  ^  --ii-s  i2.v.:MAb^.:r        co^muDisa.     KLEIN  Again  urged  all 
Negroes  to  cri^jr.Ki2-^  xni3  grcups  and  to  arm  themselves  for 
thair  '"'<fy9in  p^'Ctection. 

Th«  sset^ting  aicSjourn©!!  shortly  before  10  p.m. 

wit t  i n c id e n . 

'  -  his  diE*ppclRtBr,ei\t  ftt  the  small  turnout 

in  view  of  the  pijublicity  this  Ec-'eting  had  been  given. 


The  Ajg-ist  8,   1965,   issue  of  the  San  Afttonio 
Light,  ^  d3.ily  newsp&pfir  in  Si^n  Antonio^  Texas, 
carried  an  article  stating  that  MARiMCriEIN,  a 
Cornell  l»ni varsity  etc; lent,   is  responsible  for 

the  iorjviwtiGn  of  the  CoQ'.nitt&s  to-  Aid  the  Deacons, 
the  p>JirpcS'e  cf  which  is  to  *,id  "the  Deacons  for 
dai^n-.T  ;.r.i  jr sties/'    KLEIK  described  the  "Deacons" 

as  '  •  3.  r.       v.-  ~:  1  Iv '=  gr  {?.'  s  5 1  :f  defense  group." 
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This  doc  violent  contains  neith<&r  recommendations  nor 
concluisiGns  of  the  FBI.     It  Is  the  property  of  the  FBI  and  is 
loaned  to  ycvLi'.F  s-gency;   it  And  its  Ci^n  tents  are  not  to  be 
distribatedl  autside  your  ^g-ency. 
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fsmit  the  following  in  . 

AIRTEL 


CON 


Date 


8/24/65 

TiAL 


(Type  in  plaintext  or  code) 


(Frioritr/  5^EIinrD5CE*SIFIB^ 

 ^e£s.ijimm  siS0WM_ 


DIEJECTOR,  FBI 


TO 

FROM:     SAC,  DETROIT  (157-1063)  (C)    CLASS.  &  m/BY^jp^^ 

A   APPEARANCE  OF  ROBERT  HICKS,    "  :  S^'^^' Ijj'^ 

^    V^ICE-PRESIDENT,   BOGALUSA   (LA.)  *       ^V1J2W  ^..^c/, 

XJ>£ACONS__CQE_DiIFENSE  AND  JIISTTHF. 
.  ^^PDNS^REITBY^GROUP  ON  ADVAN^^  t  G^^Cl^^^ 

LEADERSHIP  (GOAL),  3/22/65;  ,^or?'^-»'^lJ--'9 
DETROIT,  MICH.  -  "  Tt- ^1^-*"  V  ■•  / ;Ty  v  ^ 

RACIAL  MATTERS  .  '     'ptri^?^'.  6^-^^ 

Rerayairtel  w^th  LHM  dated  8/12/^5 iS^J-^^-^^ 

Enclosed  for  the  Bureau  are  eight  copies  of  a  letterh.ia 
memorandum.  Two  copies  of  the  LHM  are  being  furnishe''  ' 
the  New  Orleans  Office. 

One  copy  of  LHM  being  furnished  G-2  and  two  copies  being 
furnished  U.S.   Secret  Service,  both  Detroit,  Mich.  - 

(L/  ^\      ^  i 

have  been  apprised 


^and< 

of  contents  of  the  LHM. 


LHM  being  classified  "Confidential"  since  data  furnished 

oy  tne  source  utilized  could  reasonably  result  in  the  /t' 

Identification  of  a  confidential  informant  of  continuing  t 

value  and  compromise  effectiveness  thereof  /  ' 

/Sy-  Bureau   (Enc,   8)  .  ;,.  < 
^  -  New  Orleans   (Enc.   2)  nrn 
3  -  Detroit  T^tU     .  _  ^ 

.1  "  157-706   (POSSIBLE  RACIAL  VIOLENCE) 

riin  AGSNCfT^  AC-SI.  ONI,  ositssa  5;gK.; 

i^^^^  ,       DKPT:  ISa  HRD,  •»  ■ 

DATE  foRV;-:.:  '  I  '  gZkj/Z^ 
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UNITE      tATES  DEPARTME^^T  OF  JUS 
FEDEHAL  BUREAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 

Detroit,  Michigan 
August  24,  1965 


C01>TriDENTIAL 


Re:     Appearance  of  RoberTTTicks ,  Vice-President ^ 
Bogalusa  (Louisiana)  Deacons  for  Defense 
and  Justice  Sponsored  by  Group  on  Advanced 
Leadership  (GOAL),  August  22,  1965, 
Detroit,  Michigan  


On  August  23,  1965,  a  source,  who  has  furnished 
reliable  information  in  the  past,   advised  that  on  August  22, 
1965,  beginning  at  approximately  3:00  PM,  a  freedom  dinner 
for  the  Deacons  of  Bogalusa,  Louisiana,  was  held  at  4472 
Chene  Street,   Detroit,   Michigan.     Source  advised  that 
approximately  300  individuals  were  present  at  this  affair  i 
and  admission  was  by  ticket  at  a  cost  of  $3.00  each.  | 

According  to  the  source,  Henry^ing,  who  was  i 
an  official  in  the  GOAL  when  it  was  in  existence,  se^rved       //  it; 
as  the  Master  of  Ceremonies.     He  introduced  Richard^Henry ,  — p 
who  was  the  president  of  GOAL,  and  Henry  delivered  the  \ 
first  speech.     Henry  talked  of  GOAL  as  having  been  strictly  j 
an  all  Negro  organization  except  for  a  few  Caucasians  who  j 
happened  to  be  married  to  Negroes.     He  said  the  Negroes 
struggle  for  freedom  must  continue  and  surmised  that  there 
would  be  other  outbreaks  of  violence  like  the  one  which 
had  earlier  occurred  in  Watts,  California.     Henry  said 
the  United  States  of  America  is  militarily  powerful,  ■ 
nevertheless,  Negroes  will  have  to  fight  periodically 
even  though  they  cannot  win  against  the  government's  might. 
He  said  that  violence  at  times  was  the  only  way  of  letting 
"Mr.  Charlie"  know  that  the  black  people/ were  tired  of 
being  pushed  around.  / 

As  Henry  was  speaking,  John  Conyers,  Jr.,  U.S,        ^  ^ 
Congressman  from  the  First  Congressional  District,  Detroit , ^;,L—_ 
entered  and  Henry  commented  that  he  was  glad  to  know  Mr. 
Conyers  could  come  to  such  a  meeting.     Henry  also 
acknowledged  the  presence  of  Congressman  Charles --Diggs         ,  /, 

from  the  U.S.   13th  Congressional  District.     Henry  said   

he  was  a  strict  believer  in  the  "co-op"  system  but  would 

not  fight  with  other  Negroes  who  were  coming  together 

for  the  cause  of  the  civil  rights  struggle.  i 


"^^GONTTm'NTlAL 


DECLAS 
ON 


GROUP  1 


' declasadfic 


ENCt.OSURE 


/  -  y 


4  ..     .  :  -  > 

5 

7  Re:     Appearance  ol  Robert  Hicks,  Cftffy-T-!!ffat¥i^ 

5  .j^^;  Bogalusa  Deacons  for  Defense 
91i^|S^'  and  Justice  Sponsored  by  GOAL 

^  . 

12  Source  advised  that  other  speakers  at  this  affair 

13  were  Congressmen  Conyers  and  Diggs.     According  to  the 

14  source,  Br,  Conyers  stated  he  did  not  believe  in  violence 

15  ■  but  felt  a  man  was  less  than  a  man  if  he  would  not  defend 

16  himself,  his  property  and  his  family.  He  said  it  was  the  . 
l"*  constitutional  right  of  every  American  to  "take  up  arms  in 
18  self-defense"  if  law  enforcement  agencies  failed  to  provide 

said  defense.     Conyers  spoke  of  police  brutality  in  Detroit 

20^S^  and  said  it  had  long  been  an  issue  with  Negroes.     He  said 

21  Negroes  must  register  and  vote  to  defend  the  bigots  who 

2  2  constantly  support  police  brutality  and  deny  the  Negroes 

2  3  their  basic  rights.     He  said  the  Watts  incident  was  a  war 
24  between  the  "haves  and  the  have  nots" .    He  said  it  was 

25H>  nothing  but  a  class  war  fought  by  people  who  live  in  ghettos 

26"  without  jobs  and  decent  houses.     He  stated  "Hear  me  Mr. 

27  President,  you  had  better  take  the  money  you  are  spending  in 

^§Mik*  Vietnam  to  fight  an  uncalled  for  war  and  spend  it  here  on 

2-9^8!^  the  big  city  slums  or  else  you  will  have  more  class  wars". 

11  Conyers  talked  of  the  registrars  presently  in  the 

3  2ii^^  South  as  being  inadequate  and  he  stated  he  would  see  the 
j3Vf  U.S  Attorney  General  on  Monday  and  advise  him  that  they 
34  will  not  settle  for  anything  less  than  a  registrar  in 

3  5  every  county  in  the  South. 
36 

^'ttil^-  According  to  the  source,  Congressman  Diggs  stated 

3l^^"  he  had  heard  of  the  Deacons  for  Defense  and  Justice  in 

3  9  Louisiana  and  acknowledged  that  various  situations  in  the 
40  civil  rights  movement  called  for  new  techniques  and 

il  approaches.     Mr.  Diggs  said  he  had  talked  with  U.S.  Attorney 

4  2  General  Katzenbach  on  Friday  and  voiced  dissatisfaction 

4  3  with  the  number  of  voting  registrars  presently  supervising 

4  4  voting  registrations  in  the  South.    He  indicated  his  pleasure 

4  5  at  seeing  so  many  persons  present  at  this  dinner. 
46 

47  Among  other  speakers  at  this  affair,  according  to 

4g  the  source,  were  Robert  Hicks,  President  of  the  Voters 

49  League  in  Bogalusa  and  a  charter  member  of  the  Deacons  ; 

5Q  for  Defense  and  Justice,  and  Charles^S-ims ,  another  member    '  _1 

-j^  of  the  Deacons  from  Bogalusa. 

^3  According  to  the  source,  Mr.  Hicks  related  the 

'>^0i^  experiences  and  background  of  the  civil  rights  struggle  in 
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Louisiana.    He  said  the  Deacons  came  into  existence  because 
the  police  of  Bogalusa  simply  refused  to  protect  Negroes 
and  the  whites  who  were  trying  to  help.     He  said  several 
northern  white  university  students  had  come  to  Bogalusa 
to  help  them  organize.     He  said  the  Deacons  came  about 
because  one  night  the  sheriff  had  appeared  at  his  home 
and  demanded  that  they  turn  over  to  the  Klan  the  young 
white  students  who  were  in  Bogalusa  helping  them.  He 
said  the  police  were  ordered  out  of  the  home  and  when 
the  Klan  appeared  and  fired  into  the  house  they,  the 
Deacons,  returned  the  fire  and  that  is  how  they  came  into 
existence.     He  said  the  Governor  of  Louisiana  signed  the 
charter  legalizing  the  existence  of  the  Deacons. 

Hicks  said  the  Negroes  plight  in  Bogalusa  was 
helped  when  the  Klan  refused  to  let  Congressman  Brooks 
Hays  of  Arkansas  appear  there.     Hicks  said  that  white 
persons  from  all  over  the  country  wrote  letters  of 
disapproval  qiting  the  issue  of  free  speech.  Consequently, 
the  political  leaders  of  the  city  declared  an  all  Negro 
day  which  permitted  the  use  of  all  facilities  without 
discrimination.     Hicks  praised  the  efforts  of  Mr.  John 
Doar,  Assistant  Attorney  General  in  Charge  of  the  Civil 
Rights  Division,  U.S.  Department  of  Justice,  and  he 
commented  that  Mr.  Doar  had  done  much  to  help.  Hicks 
said  that  their  cause  was  also  helped  by  the  presence  of 
50  FBI  agents.     Hicks  commented  that  one  of  the  agents 
was  taking  pictures  and  a  Klansman  attacked  him.  Hicks 
said  the  Klansman  was  immediately  arrested  and  later  tried 
and  sent  to  a  Federal  prison  and  that  quieted  the  Klan  for 
a  while.     Hicks  said  he  looked  forward  to  the  day  when 
whites  and  Negroes  could  live    in  peace  together.  He 
said  he  was  disappointed  by  things  in  the  North  because 
he  thought  there  was  a  different  atmosphere  here. 

According  to  the  source,  Mr.  Sims  mentioned  in 
his  speech  much  of  the  same  material  which  had  been 
stated  by  Robert  Hicks.     Sims  spoke  of  future  harmony 
among  the  races  and  of  the  day  when  the  whites  and  the 
Negroes  could  live  peaceably  together.     He  said  the 
white  man  respects  three  things,   namely:     (1)  money; 
(2)  the  vote,   because  he  controls  everything  that  way; 
and  (3)  power  or  force.     He  said  white  people  have  never 
hesitated  to  go  to  war  when  their  freedom  was  in  jeopardy. 
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Re:     Appearance  of  Robert  Hicks, 
Bogalusa  Deacons  for  Defense 
and  Justice  Sponsored  by  GOAL 
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He  said  the  Deacons  intend  to  fight  until  they  have  the 
"whole  hog"  as  they  have  "backed  up  to  the  river  and 
will  either  drown  or  fight". 

Source  advised  that  $509.00  was  contributed  during 
this  affair  to  the  cause  of  the  Deacons  in  Louisiana. 
Source  said  this  money  was  presented  to  Robert  Hicks  on 
the  stage  at  this  affair  as  soon  as  it  had  been  counted. 
According  to  the  source,  Hicks  and  Sims  stated  they  had 
to  catch  a  plane  back  to  Louisiana  that  same  evenlugv 

This  document  contains  neither  recommendations 
nor  conclusions  of  the  FBI.     It  is  the  property  of  the 
FBI  and  is  loaned  to  your  agency;   it  and  its  contents 
are  not  to  be  distributed  outside  your  agency. 
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Date:  8/28/65 


injimit  the  following  in 
AIRTEL 


(Type  in  plain 


Mr.  Tolson— 
Mr.  Belmont. 
Mr.  llohr- 


Mr.  DeLoach  

Mr.  Casper. 
Mr.  Callaharf 
Mr.  Conrad, 
Mr.  Pelt. 
Mr.  Gale. 
Mr.  Rosen. 
Mr.  SuUivai 
Mf.  Tavel. 


Mr.  Trotter— 
Telo.  Room — 
MiM  Holmes. 
Mtu  Gandy. 


Two  copies  of  LHM  are  being  furnished  Houston 
and  San  Francisco  for  information. 


9: 


(RM) 


Bureau  (Enc.8)  <RM 
Houston  (Enc,2)  (RM) 
2  -  San  Francisco  (Enc,2) 
7  -  San  Antonio  f 
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JCK/dte  pj^j^gg   A  EXT.  BY^/CqX/^ 
1^**  :  .     REASOH.  -  PCIM  Il7i:2?xiV^ 


SEP  2  1965 


REASOH   ^ 

DATE  OP  EEVIEW^/^^jPs-  -  r^,  . 

/H  Wica      AGivHC'V  .    AtJj/,  Ul«!l,  OW;SEC,  SER^;*''  I 
0-  ^  DEPT:  ISD,  CRD, 

DATE  FOnW:_^  iV-^^^ 

m^7^  ^  /  A  HOW  FORW : 


*  1  y  -  ^  -J 


THE  COMMITTEE  TO  AID  THE  DEACONS 


21  ■ 
22 
23 
24 

25^V;. 

26 

27 

3  0  ■ 
31 
3  2:. 

3  2". 
3  4 
35 

39 
-iO 

U  ■ 

42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
'I 
52 
=i3 


The  August  8,  1965,  issue  of  the  San  Antonio 
Light,  a  daily  newspaper  in  San  Antonio,  Texas, 
carried  an  article  datelined  Austin,  Texas, 
stating. that  Mark  Klein,  a  Cornell  University 
student,  is  responsible  for  the  formation 
of  the  Committee  to  Aid  the  Deacons ,  the 
purpose  of  which  is  to  aid  "the  Deacons 
for  defense  and  justice",  Klein 
described  the  "Deacons"  as  "an  armed  Negro 
self  defense  group". 

This  document  contains  neither  recommendations  nor 
conclusions  of  the  FBI,     It  is  the  property  of  the  FBI  and.  - 
is  loaned  to  your  agency;  it  and  its  contents  are  not  to 
be  distributed  outside  your  agency. 
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UiuTED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  Oi  JUSTICE 
F£DEBAL  BUREAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 
•B.^y.Plea^R^eria  Antonio  ,  Te>^aS 

August  28,'  1965 


CONF)^NTIflt 


2  2  Title  THE  COMMITTEE  TO  AID  THE  DEACONS 
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26  "  Reference      San  Antonio  memorandum 

27  dated  and  captioned  as  above, 
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Character 
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^vf'^  All  sources  (except  any  listed  below)  whose  identities 

are  concealed  in  referenced  communication  have  furnished 
reXiabla  information  in  the  past. 
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Mr.  ToIson_ 

Mr,  Beimont  « 

Mr.  Mohr  L 

Mr.  Dc Loach  L 

Mr.  Casper  L 

Mr.  Cfillahan! 

Mr.  Coiirad,^^- 
Mr.  Fell  * 

Mr,  Vuvi-i  ;^s*^ 
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^^•gpEACONS  OF  DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE,  AKA,  RM  .    00  NEW  ORLEAN 


^^3f-;  U.S.  DEPARTMENTAL  ATTORNEY  BRIAN  LANSBERG  ADVISED  BIRiaNGHAM  / 
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^IN  EUTAW; 

ALA.  REPORTEDLY  INFORMED  LANSBERG  THAT  THE  DEACONS  OF 

►defense  HAD  BEEN  ORGANIZED  IN  EUTAW,  ALA*,  IN  ORDER  TO  PROTECT^  j^^^ 

THEMSELVES.    EFFORTS  BEING  MADE  TO  LOCATE  AND  INTERVIEWBl^ 
^^^CONCERNING  ABOVE.    INVESTIGATION  BEING  CONDUCTED  IN  ORDER 

TO  ASCERTAIN  WHETHER  CAPTIONED  GROUP  HAS  BEEN  ORGANIZED  IN  ALABAMA. 


LHM  FOLLOWS. 


AIR  MAIL  COPY  FURNISHED  NEW  ORLEANS ♦ 
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Date;  9/3/65 


mil  the.  following  in  . 


AIRTEL 


(Type  in  plaintext  or  code) 

AIRMAIL  -  REGISTERED 


(Priority) 


FROM: 


' SUBJECT: 


director,  fbi  (157-2466) 
sac,  bibminghau  (157-1446) (p) 
Bacons  of  defense  and  justice,  inc 

ALL  INFORM ATlOr-. 


(00:  NEW  ORLEANS) 


F'^'^FIM  IS  UNCLr  TiFiED 


Re  Birmingham  teletype,  9/2/65.,  :, 

Enclosed  herewith  for  the  Bureau  are  an  original  and 
seven  copies  of  a  letterhead  memorandum  containing  information 
indicating  that  a  chapter  of  captioned  organization  may  possibly  . 
have  been  formed  at  Eutaw,  Alabama. 

New  Orleans  is  being  fui^nished  copies  of  instant 
letterhead  memorandum  since  it  is  office  of  origin  in  captioned 
matter. 
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Copies  of  this  letterhead  memorandum  are  being  A 
disseminated  locally  to  Military  Intelligence  Agencies  and  ^  :^ 
Secret  Service,  Birmingham.  . . 

Investigation)  i^^iri-ently  being  conducted  within  the  M 
Birmingham  Division  inVai^T^f f ort  to  ascertain  whether  any  // 
chapters  of  captioned  |^up  have  been  formed  in  the  Birmingham  // 
Division.  11 

C3^-  Bureau   (Enc.   8)  AM-RM  ^ 


2  -  New  Orleans  (157=^3290)  (Enc 
2  -  Birmingham 
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U^       J  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  >TICE 

FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 

1400  -  2X21  Building 
Birmingham y  Alabama 
September  3,  1965 


RE:      INFORMATION  CONCERNING  ALLEGED 

FORMATION  OF  CHAPTER  OF  "DEACONS 
OF  DEFENSE"  AT  EUTAW,  ALABAMA 


A  characterization  of  the  Deacons  of  Defense  and 
Justice,  Inc.,  is  being  attached  to  this  letterhead  memorandum. 

U.  S,  Departmental  Attorney  Brian  Lansberg  advised 
the  Birmingham  Office  of  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation 
that  durin^th^latter  part  of  August,  1965,  he  had  spoken 
with  fl^HHHHHBlHilH^P       Eutaw,  Alabama,  and  at  that 

I  Inn  BBUBI^P   '         that  the  "Deacons  of  Defense" 

had  been  organized  at  Eutaw,  Alabama,  in  order  to  protect 
themselves.    Mr.  Lansberg  furnished  no  further  information 
concerning  the  alleged  formation  of  a  chapter  of  the  "Deacons 
of  Defense"  at  Eutaw,  Alabama. 


 further  advised  that  he  does  not 

know  of  any  chapter  of  the  Deacons  of  Defense  and  Justice 
located  in  the  State  of  Alabama.     He  stated,  however,  that 
he  and  about  twelve  or  thirteen  other  Negro  men  residing 
in  Greene  County,  Alabama,  had  spread  the  word  in  and 
around  Eutaw,  Alabama,  that  the  Deacons  of  Defense  and 
Justice  had  organized  a  chapter  at  Eutaw,  Alabama.  He 
stated  that  he  and  the  twelve  or  thirteen  other  Negro 
men,  above-mentioned,  had  taken  this  action  somewhat 
in  the  nature  of  a  psychological  retaliation  to  combat 
the  parading  and  demonstrating  of  Klansmen  in  and  around 

'.ATIO':!  CC:n"Ai;3EU 


HEREli 


ENCLOSURE 
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RE:     INFORMATION  CONCERNING  ALLEGED 

FORMATION  OF  CHAPTER  OF  "DEACONS 
OF  DEFENSE"  AT  EUTAW,  ALABAMA 


Greene  County^  Alabama.    fl^HI^H^ advised  that  he  and 
the  twelve  or  thirteen  other  Negroes  involved  had  agreed 
not  to  reveal  the  identities  of  each  other  for  "security 
reasons"  and  that  for  this  reason  be  had  rather  not 
divulge  their  names.     He  stated,  however,  that  if  he 
does  hear  of  any  chapter  of  the  Deacons  of  Defense  and 
Justice  being  formed  In  Alabama,  he  will  immediately 
advise  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  and  will 
also  reveal  the  names  of  the  above-mentioned  twelve 
or  thirteen  men. 

■■■■■■^further  stated  that  he  and  the 
above-mentioned  Negro  men  were  not  in  any  way  affiliated 
with  the  Deacons  of  Defense  and  Justice,  did  not  believe 
in  violence  in  any  form  and  did  not  have  knowledge  of 
any  supply  of  guns  or  other  weapons  that  might  be  used 
in  regard  to  the  racial  situation  in  Greene  County,  Alabama. 

This  document  contains  neither  recommendations 
nor  conclusions  of  the  FBI.     It  is  the  property  of  the      •  ■ 
FBI  and  is  loaned  to  your  agency;  it  and  its  contents 
are  not  to  be  distributed  outside  your  agency. 
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UNITED  STATES  g'  fiRNMENT 

Memorandum 


DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-2466) 
>Wc,  SAVANNAH  (157-731) 


DEACONS „0F  .DEFENSE  AND  JUSTICE,   INC.,  aka 
RM 

  _b7CU 

Rerep  of  SA  ^■■■■■■■■■P^  8/17/65,  New 

Orleans. 

Contacts  made  with  all  known  sources  including 
police  departments,  sheriffs*  offices  and  state  law  enforce- 
ment agencies  in  both  Georgia  and  South  Carolina  have  failed 
to  identify  any  persons  being  affiliated  with  the  Deacons 
of  Defense  and  Justice.    Contacts  with  known  and  reliable 
;  informants  have  -failed  to  produce  any  information  concerning 
'  Deacons  of  Defense  and  Justice. 

is  conducting  an  investigation  pertaining  to  this  organization 

based  on  information  received  from  newspaper  publicity. 
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  ^advised  9/7/65  that  he  had  no 

information  pertaining  to  this  organization  and  had  been 
unsuccessful  in  obtaining  any  indication  that  there  were 
members  of  this  organization  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina. 

\ 

\  Savannah  Division  will  maintain  contact  with 

!  informants  and  sources  in  an  attempt  to  identify  any  activity 

\  in  the  Savannah  Division. 

-  Bureau 
2  -  New  Orleans 
1  -  Charlotte  (Info) 
1  -  Savannah 
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DEACONS  OF  DEFENSK  AND  JUSTICE.  INC. 


Deacons  of  Defense  and  Justice,  Inc.,  was  fonned 
at  Jonesboro,  Louisiana,  during  the  Sumner  of  1964, 
following  incidents  involving  racial  activities,  which 
incidents  created  tension  in  the  area* 

The  organization  was  formed  by  Negro  leaders  in 
Jonesboro  for  the  announced  purpose  of  protecting  Negroes 
and  whites  from  illegal  acts  and  from  acts  designed  to 
terrorize  the  Negro  community,  and  was  chartered  with 
isain  hcs.d'^izsrtGrs  st  Jonssboro    Louisiana?  Associate 
chapters  are  located  at  Bogalusa  and  Homer,  Louisiana, 
and  inquiries  were  received  from  other  groups  concerning 
this  movement,  but  no  action  has  been  taken  to  approve 
additional  chapters. 

Officers  of  Deacons  of  Defense  and  Justice,  Inc., 
assert  that  the  organization  is  a  defensive  group  with  no 
intention  to  commit  or  encourage  any  offensive  acts. 
Leaders  of  the  organization  denied  purchase  of  firearms 
for  the  group  and  further  denied  knowledge  of  any  source  -  - 
of  contacts  for  this  purpose. 

The  President  of  this  organization  disclaims  any 
connection  with  or  influence  by  subversive  elements. 
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TO:        DIRECTOR,  FBI 
FROM:    SAC,  JACKSON  (157-3465)  (?) 
DEACONS        DEFENSE  AND  .JUSTICE,  .INC.,  aka 
00:     NEW  ORLEANS 
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'  Re  Jackson  airtels  8/25/65  and  8/27/65. 

Enclosed  for  the  Bureau  are  eight  copies 
of  an  ISti  and  two  copies  are  submitted  for  New 
Orleans.     One  copy  each  is  being  forwarded  to  INTO, 
OS  I,  ONI,  and  Secret  Service,  Jackson.  flM^and 

^have  been  advised  of  results  in  LHM. 


Bureau  (157-2466)  (Enc.  8)  (RM) 
2  -  New  Orleans  (157-3290)  (Enc.  2) 


2   SEP  9  1965 


4  -  Jackson  (157-3465) 


157-452) 
JOl/jls 


AGEXCY:   Ar-ST,  ONI.  oy^.:''7:C.  ^^^-I  ^  - 
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PATE  y'\ 


,;0  V  ApprovedjH4^ 
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